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DEFINITIONS FROM WHITE PRIVILEGE PUZZLE

UNIVERSALIZING WHITE EXPERIENCE

WHEN WHITE IS PRESENTED AS STANDARDNORMALGOOD PEOPLE WITH WHITE PRIVILEGE

INTERNALIZE THIS SUPERIORITY AND SENSE OF BEING NORMAL VIEWING THE WORLD THROUGH THAT

LENS IMAGES OF LEADERSHIP BEAUTY AVERAGE AMERICANS IN INSTITUTIONS LIKE SCHOOLS THE

MEDIA AND POPULAR CULTURE PRESENTATIONS OFHISTORY THAT FOREGROUND WHITE FIGURES AND

THEIR INFLUENCE AND OTHER WAYS IN WHICH WHITENESS IS MADE CENTRAL LEAD TO AN

INSTITUTIONALIZED STANDARD OF EXPERIENCE THIS PHENOMENONIS OFTEN INVISIBLE TO THOSE WHO

EXPERIENCE AND BENEFIT FROM IT JUST AS THE INTERNALIZING OF SUPERIORITY IS OFTEN

UNCONSCIOUS FOR WHITE ACTIVISTS THIS DEMANDS FIGHTING AGAINST THE INDOCTRINATION THAT

MY WAYS OF ORGANIZING AND PROTESTING ARE THE RIGHTBESTONLY WAYS

DERACIALIZATION

DERACIALIZATION IS TO REMOVE AN ISSUE FROM ITS CONTEXT TREATING IT IN WAY THAT DOES NOT

RECOGNIZE THE IMPACT OF RACISM OR THAT REDUCES THE PRIORITY OF DIRECTLY CHALLENGING THOSE

IMPACTS DERACIALIZING AN ISSUE RESTRICTS THE SELFDETERMINATION OF THE PEOPLE WHO ARE

MOST IMPACTED BY THAT ISSUE TO BE DEFINING THEIR OWNSTRUGGLE IN WHITE SUPREMACIST

SOCIETY ALL ISSUES INTERSECT WITH RACISM THE PRIVILEGE TO REFRAME AN ISSUE WITHOUT

UNDERSTANDING THE IMPACT OF RACE IS NOT AVAILABLE TO THOSE DIRECTLY AFFECTED

BLINDED BY THE WHITE

REINFORCED BY DERACIALIZED POLITICS THIS IS BLINDNESS OF WHITE ACTIVISTS TO SEEING AND

UNDERSTANDING RESISTANCE COMING FROM COMMUNITIES OF COLOR 500 YEARS OF LIBERATION

STRUGGLES ON THIS CONTINENT HAVE BEEN LED BY PEOPLE OF COLOR FROM COLONIZATION ON

THROUGH TODAY THE BACKWARDS IDEA OF RECRUITING PEOPLE OF COLOR INTO THE MOVEMENT

DEFINED AS WHITE RADICAL STRUGGLE IGNORES THIS HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARYREALITY

INSTEAD OF RECRUITING PEOPLE OFCOLOR INTO MAJORITY WHITE ORGANIZATIONS IN AN ATTEMPT TO

DIVERSIF WHITE SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS CAN FOCUS ON PARTICIPATING IN ANTIRACIST STRUGGLE

CONTRADICTORY RESISTANCE

NONRULING CLASS WHITE PEOPLE ARE CAUGHT IN THE INTERSECTION OF EXPERIENCING PRIVILEGE AND

ALSO OPPRESSION AND SO THEIR RESISTANCE OFTEN EXPRESSES THIS CONTRADICTION PROTESTING THAT

WHICH OPPRESSES WHILE FIGHTING TO MAINTAIN PRIVILEGE ALONG RACIAL LINES THIS OFTEN HAS

MANIFESTED AS WHITE ACTIVISTS SACRIFICING LONGTERM STRENGTH AND THE GOALS OF ACTIVISTS OF

COLOR IN ORDER TO WIN SHORTTERM GAINS FOR THEIR OWNAGENDA THE RESULTING DYNAMIC HAS

HISTORICALLY SHATTERED THE POTENTIAL OFVARIOUS MULTIRACIAL MOVEMENTS WHICH WERE MAKING

REAL PROGRESS TOWARDRADICAL SOCIAL CHANGE

THESE DEFINITIONS ARE USED BY ANTIRACISM FOR GLOBAL JUSTICE PROJECT OF THE

CHALLENGING WHITE SUPREMACY WORKSHOPS



THE STRATEGY OF THE SLAVE OWNERS

IN 17TH CENTURY VIRGINIA SLAVEOWNING COLONIAL RULERS FACED WITH ARMED

REBELLION BY AFRICAN AND EUROPEAN SERVANTS CREATED STRATEGY TO PREVENT THE

OPPRESSED MAJORITY FROM UNITING AGAINST THE COLONIAL RULING CLASS THEY MADE WHITE

LEGAL CONCEPT TO DESCRIBE POOR EUROPEANS THEY GAVE SERVANTS WHO

DEMANDED BETTER TREATMENT FOR THEMSELVES ONLY CERTAIN PRIVILEGES LAND FREEDOM AN

OPPORTUNITY FOR JOB ON THE SLAVE PATROL AND TINY BIT OF ACCESS TO THOSE WITH POLITICAL

POWER BUT SEVERELY PUNISHED WHITES WHO ORGANIZED WITH AFRICANS THEY MAXIMIZED

THE OPPRESSION OF AFRICANS BY SOLIDIFYING CHATTEL SLAVERY AND THEY JUSTIFIED THEIR ACTIONS

BY ASSERTING THE SUPERIORITY OF THE WHITE RACE AND THE INFERIORITY OF NONWHITE RACES

THE STRATEGY WAS BRILLIANT THE PUNISHMENTS DETERRED ALL BUT THE MOST

COURAGEOUS EUROPEANS FROM ORGANIZING WITH AFRICANS OR NATIVE AMERICANS THE

PRIVILEGES WIPED OUT MUCH OF THE MATERIAL BASIS FOR UNITY BETWEEN THE MOST OPPRESSED

EUROPEANS AND ALL AFRICANS BY GIVING FREEDOM TO THE POOR EUROPEANS WHILE ENSLAVING

THE AFRICANS AND POOR EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS CAME TO BELIEVE THAT THE PRIVILEGES GIVEN

THEM BY THE RULING CLASS WERE IN FACT THEIR ENTITLEMENTS AS WHITE PEOPLE

THE STRATEGY SET PRECEDENT WHICH STILL WORKSTODAY VIRTUALLY ALL THE POLITICALLY

PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENTS LED BY WHITE ACTIVISTS HISTORICALLY AND IN THE PRESENT TRADE

UNIONS WOMENFARMERS POLITICAL REFORMERS ENVIRONMENTALISTS QUEERS AND

TRANSGENDERED ACTIVISTS PEACE AND ANTIINTERVENTION ETC HAVE RECREATED CONSCIOUSLY

OR UNCONSCIOUSLY THE STRUCTURES AND CULTURE OF WHITE PRIVILEGE

FOR EXAMPLE TRADE UNIONS ESPECIALLY IN CALIFORNIA WERE ORGANIZED EFFECTIVELY

ON THE BASIS OF EXCLUDING AFRICAN AMERICAN CHINESE AND MEXICAN WORKERS WHITE

WOMENDID GET THE VOTE AFTER 100 YEARS OF STRUGGLE BY SUPPORTING WHITE SUPREMACY IN

THE SOUTH MAINSTREAM ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS HAVE PRESERVED THE SPOTTED OWL

WHILE SELDOM CHALLENGING ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION IN COMMUNITIES OF COLOR AND WHITE

ACTIVISTS CONTINUE TO ASK ACTIVISTS OF COLOR TO JOIN PREDOMINANTLY WHITE MOVEMENTS

OFFERING LITTLE OR NO SUPPORT FOR THEIR ISSUES AND MOVEMENTS IN RETURN

WHEN OPPRESSED WHITES PROTEST MILITANTLY AGAINST OUR OWN OPPRESSION WHILE

REFUSING TO SIMULTANEOUSLY CHALLENGE RACIAL OPPRESSION AND WHITE PRIVILEGE WE CAN

WIN SHORT TERM VICTORIES UNION LEGISLATIVE REFORM CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

TEMPORARY SHIFT IN FOREIGN POLICY AN AGREEMENT WITH THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

AGENCY BUT WHENWE ORGANIZE IN THIS WAY WE BECOME ACCOMPLICES IN THE

OPPRESSION OF PEOPLE OF COLOR SILENCE IS CONSENT TO RACIAL OPPRESSION AND WHITE

PRIVILEGE WE SACRIFICE THE COALITIONS AND ALLIANCES WITH ACTIVISTS OF COLOR WHICH COULD

CHALLENGE THE POWER OF THE DESCENDANTS OF THE SLAVE OWNERS POWER WHICH

CONTINUES TO OPPRESS ALL OF US TODAY

AND AS MORAL AND SPIRITUAL HUMAN BEINGS WE ARE FRUSTRATED AND OUTRAGED

BECAUSE WE LACK SUFFICIENT POWER TO STOP THE US GOVERNMENT FROM MURDERING

PEOPLES OF COLOR LOCALLY AND GLOBALLY IN OUR NAME
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