
BLACKS AND GAYS
HEALING THE GREAT DIVIDE
BY BARBARA SMITH

1993 IT HAS BEEN DECLARED THAT IRONICALLY IHE GTOU OF PEOPLE WHOARE LEAST OFTEN

TWO ESSENTIAL UPECTA OF MY IDENTITY CONSULTED ABOUT THEIR PERSPECTIVES ON THIS GREA
BECAUSEWEARERENDEREDINVISIBLEINBOTHBLACKARID

RIO AT WWWITB PILTFLHCT AS HIVILC ARE THLOS WHO ARE MOSTDEEPLY AFFECTED BY IT GAY CONTEXTS IT IS THAT MUCHEASIER FOR THE

PERSON OF COLOR LESBIAN AND BLACK LESBIAN AMID GAY ACTIVISTS CONTRADICTIONS THAT COMMUNITY TO OPPOSE GAY RIGHTS AND TO EKPREAS

FEMINIST IVE SPENT GREAT DEAL OF WE HAVE BEEN GRAPPLING WITH FOR YEARS NAMELY HOMOPHOBLAWITHOUT RECOGNIZING THAUHESE ATTACKS

ENERGY REFTTSING TO LET OTHERS PIT THE HOMI III TIME HLLACKCORNNTMNIY RACISM INTHE
AND THE LACK OF LEGAL PROTECTIONS AFFECTS ITS OWN

VARIOUSELEMENTSOFWHOLARN AGAINST GAY COMNMUNITY AND THE NEED FOR BOTH COMMUNI MEMBEMS

EACH OTHER ALWAYS MAINTAIN THAT THESE ELEMENTS TIES TO WORK TOGETHER AS ALLIES TO DEFEAT OUR REAL
THE RACISM THAT HAS PERVADED THE MAINSTREAM GAY

ONLY SEEM TO BE IN OPPOSITION IN THIS PARTICULAR ENEMIES ARE SUDDENLY ON OTHER PEOPLES MINDS
MOVEMENT ONLY FUELS THE PERCEIVED DIVISIONS BE

TIME AND PLACE UNDER US CAPITAIISM WHOSE FUNC BECAUSE BLACK LESBIANS AND GAYS ARE NOT THOUGHT OF
TWEEN BLACKS AND GAYS SINGLE ISSUE POLITICS UNLIKE

TIONING HAS ALWAYS REQUIRED THAT LARGE GROUPS OF AS LEADERS III CITHERMOVEMENT HOWEVER THIS DEBATE
GAY ORGANIZING THAT IS CONSCIOUSLY AND STRATEGICALLY

PEOPLE BE ECONOMICALLY RACIALLY AND SEXUALLY HAS BEEN LARGELY FRAMED BY THOSE WHOHAVE FRIGHTEN CONNECTED TO THE OVERALL STRUGGLE FOR SOCIAL AND
OPPRESSED AND THAT THESE POTENTIALLY DISSIDENT

INGLY LITTLE AND INACCURATE INFORMATION
ECONOMIC JUSTICE DO NOTHING TO CONVINCE BLACKS

GROIMPS BE KEPT DIVIDED FROM EATH OTHER AT ALL COSTS

THANKS IN PART TO THE WHITE GAY COMMUNITYS
THAT GAYS ACTUALLY CARE ABOUT ERADICATING RACIAL

FOR THE FIRST TIME HOWEVER THE RELATIONSHIP PUBLIC RELATIONS CAMPAIGNS BLACK AMERICANS VIEW OPPRESSION AT THE VERY SAME TIME THAT SOME GAYS

BETWEEN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN AND GAY COMMUNI THE GAY COMMUNITY AS UNIFORMLY WEALTHY HIGHLY
MAKE BLANKET COMPARISONS BETWEEN THE GAY MNOVE

TIES IS BEIMIG WIDELY DEBATED BOTH WITHIN AND OUTSIDE PRIVILEGED AND POLITICALLY POWERFUL GROUP THAT HAS MENT AND THE BLACK CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT THEY

OF MOVEMENTCIRCLES AND SURVIVING AS BLACK LES SUFFERED NOTHING LIKE THE CENTURIES OF DEGRADATION
ALSO ASSUME THAT BLACK AND OTHER PEOPLE OF COLOR

BIAN OR GAY MUAMI HAS BECOME THAT MUCH HIARDER CAUSED BY US RACISM REV DENNIS KUBY CIVIL
HAVE WON OUR BATTLES AND ARE IN TERRIFIC SHAPE IN

CATALYSTS FOR THIS DISCUSSION HAVE BEEN GAY LEADERS RIGHTS ACTIVIST STATES IN LETTER TO THE NEWYO COMPARISON WITH GAYS

CAVALIER COMPARISONS BETWEEN LIFTING THE MILITARY GAYSARENOTSUBJECTTOWATERHOSESANDPOLICEDOGS IN DECEMBER 1992 INTERVIEW IN THE DALLAS VOICE
BAN AND RACIALLY DESEGREGATIMIG THE ARMED FORCES DENIED ACCESS TO LUNCHCOUNTERSOR PREVENTED FROM

LESBIAN PUBLISHER BARBARA GRIER STATED WEARE THE
FOLLOWIMIG WORKH WAR II AND THE DECISIOTS BY THE VOTING BUT MOST BLACKS HAVE NO IDEA THAT WE ARE

LASTMINORITYGROUPUNFAIRLYLEGISLATEDAGAINSTIN THE
NAACPAMMDOTHMERLLLACKCIVILRIGLMTSORGAMMIZATIONS TO THREATENED WITH THE LOSS OF EMPLOYMENT HOUSING II GRIERS PERCEPTION IS OF COURSE INACCURATE
SJTAK OUT IMI FAVOR OF LESBIAN AND GAY RIGHTS AND TO AND CUSTODY OF OUR CHILDREN AND ARE SUL TO

LEGISLATION NEGATIVELY AFFECTING PEOPLE OF COLOR IM
STMPPC MIT TIME MAMDMON WASHIMMGTOM IHOSE DECISIONS VERBAL ABUSE GAY BASHING AND DEATH AT THE HANDS

MIGRAMITS DISABLED PEOPLE AND WOMENOCCURS CVEIY
HIAVIN RUMET WITH PROTESTS FROM SOME SECTORS OF THE OF HOMOPHUOBES KUBYS STATEMENT ALSO DOES NOT

DAY ESPECIALLY WHEN COURT DECISIONS THAT TINDERMMMMMMLMAVEALSOSPMA MED TMEDELIATE ACKNOWLEDGE BLACK LESBIANS AND GAYS WHO HAVE

IXEMI SUBJECTED TO ALL OF TIME RACIST ABUSE HE CITES
TMUIMIE LEGAL PROTCCTIOMMSARE TAKEUM IMITO CCONMNT



IN 1991 WELL BELORE DIE RELATIOISIIIP BETWEEN THE

GAY COMMUNITY AND THE BLACK COMMUNITY WAS BUT
WHETI THE WHITE NGLIT WING HAS ACT TIALLI TAWGCIU

EDITOR OF THE NN PAIBLIC
PEOPLE OFCOKW WITH LIEN LI NHI4PHLIOHIC MESSAGCAN

TOPIC ANOREW UIITVAN
WHITE LESBIAN ACTIVIST SIAZAUIIE POINTS IT III

THE FOLLOWITIG IN THE ADVOAZFR
RACIST POLITICS AND INOJHIOHIA VZIV

THE TRUTH IS OUR POSITION IS FAR WORSE THAN THAT OF IM PARTICULARLY STRUCK BY THE FRACT THAT FOR THE MOST JULYAUGUST 1993

ANY ETHNIC MINORITY OR HETEROSEXUAL WOMEN PART QUEER THEORY AND POLITICS WBICB ARE SO POPU
COVNTNTNIITY BY COMMUNITY THE RELIGIOUS ITIGHIT

EVERY FUNDAMENTAL CIVIL RIGHT HAS ALREADY

LAR OFFER NEITHER SUBSTANTIAL ANTIRACIST ANAWSLS NOR

PRACTICE QUEER ACTIVISTS UNDERSTANDING OF HOWTO
WORKS SKILLFULLY TO DIVIDE ITS ALONG FISSURES THAT

DEAL WITH RACE IS USUALLY LIMITED TO THEIR INCLUDING ALREADY EXIST IT IS AS THOUGH THEY HAVE POLITICAL
GRANTED TOTHESE GROUPS THE ISSUES THAT THEYDISCUSS

NOWINVOLVE NUANCES OF AFFIRMATIVE ACTION COMPA FEW LESBIANS OR GAY MEN OF COLOR IN THEIR RANKS WHO SEISMOGRAPH TO LOCATE THE RACISM AND SEXISM IRA THE

RABLE PAY AND RACIAL QUOTAS GAY PEOPLE HOWEVER
ARE EXPECTED TO CARRY OUT THE POLITICAL AGENDA THAT LESBIAN AND GAY COMMUNITY THE SEXISM AND

STILL LIVE CONSTITUTIONALLY IN THE SOUTH OF THE
THE WHITE MAJORITY HAS ALREADY DETERMINED ANDOR HOMOPHOBIA IN COMMUNITIES OF COLOR WHILE THE

SULLIVANS CYNICAL DISTORTIONS IGNORE THAT QUALITY OF SLEEPING WITH PEOPLE OF COLOR RIGHT IS UNITED BY THEIR RACISM SE AND

HOMOPHOBIA IN THEIR GOAL TO DOMINATE ALL US

LIFE IS DETERMINED MUCH MORE THAN LEGISLATION THIS MONTH LESBIAN AVENGERS FROM NEW YORK CITY WE ARE DIVIDED BY OUR OWN RACISM SEXISM AND

CLEARLY HE ALSO KNOWS NOTHING ABOUT THE INSTITUTION
WILL TRAVEL TO SEVERAL STATES IN THE NORTHEAST ON WHAT

HOMOPHOBIA

OF SLAVERY JOBLESSNESS POVERTY RACIST AND SEXIST
THEYARECALLINGAFREEDOM RIDEWHEN LESBIANSOF

VIOLENCE AND THE LACK OF DECENT HOUSING HEALTH
COLOR FROM ALBANY NEW YORK POINTED OUT THAT THE

THE RIGHT DIVISIVE STRATEGY OF ENLISTING THE BLACK

CARE AND EDUCATION MAKE THE LIVES OF MANY ETHNIC
APPROPRIATION

OF THIS TERM IS OFFENSIVE BECAUSE THE COMMUNITYS SUPPORT FOR THEIR HOMOPHOBIC CANI

JFL HETEROSEXUAL WOMENALIVING HELL
ORGANIZATION HAS NO DEMONSTRATEDINVOLVEMENT IN

PAIGII LITERALLY HIT HOME FOR ME IN JUNE BLACK

BUT SULLIVAN DOESNT CARE ABOUT THESE FOLKS HEJUST ANTIRACIST ORGANIZING AND HAS MADE NO LINKS WITH
LESBIAN WHOLIVES IN CLEVELAND OHIO WHERE GREW

WANTS TO MAKE SURE HE GETS WHAT HE THINKS HE
PEOPLEOFCOLOR ITICLUDING NONLESHIAMISAUID GAYS

UP CALLED TO TELL ME THATAGROUPOFBLACKMINISTERS

DESERVES AS POWERFUL WHITE MALE THE COMMUNITIES THEY PLAN TO VISIT EVEMI WHENWE
HAD PLACED VIRULENTLY HOMOPHOBIC ARTICLE IN

LESBIANS AND GAY MEN OF COLOR HAVE BEEN TIJ EXPLAINED TBATCALLINGTHEMSELVESFRCLOUUI RIDERS
CLEVELANDS BLACK NEWSPAPER L7AE CEZLL ZND IGI

TO PUSH THE GAY MOVEMENT TO GRASP THE NECESSITY
MIGHT NEGATIVELY AFFECT THE COALITIONS WEVE BEEN ENTITLED THE BLACK CHURCH POSITION STATEMERA TON

OFANTIRACIST PRACTICE FOR NIGH ONTO2OYEARS EXCEPT
WORKING TO BUILD WITH PEOPLE OF COLOR IN ALBANY THE

HOMOSEXUALITY THE MINISTERS CONDEMNHOMO

IN THE CONTEXT OF ORGANIZING WITHIN THE WOMENS
GROUPKEPTTLLEILAMEANDREALLYTIIADETOKENCHIAUIGS SEXUJ1 INCLUDIMIG BISEXUAL WELL AS OR

LESBIAN SEXUAL ACTIVITY AS LIFESTYLE THAT IS CONTRARY
MOVEMENTWITH PROGRESSIVE WHITE LESBIAN FEMINISTS

IN THEIR PRESS PRELEASE

TO THE TEACHINGS OF THE BIBLE ALTHOUGH THEY CLAIM
WE HAVENT MADE MUCH PROGRESS THEBIGHITARGELS

COMMUNITIESOF COLOR

LHIESE HIVISI IS LF AMMCM III IT MGM US AT TIM MU



GREAT DMDE
CONLINUEDFNM RAGE

OREGON AND OF MEMBERS OF THE FEMNI ANT ACTION

NETWORK FAN THE MULTIRACIAL POLITICAL GROUP

TO HAVE TOLERANCEAND COMPASSION FORBOMOSEXUALS BELONG TO IN ALBANY THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER WE

THEIR ULTIMATE GOAL IS TO BRING ABOUT RESTORATION
HLYL DCFIIIEDHYIWLI NOT ONTOLOGICALREALITY WERE IN CONSTANT CONTACTWITH PEOPLE IN CLEVELAND

CHANGING LESBIANS AND GAYS BACK INTO HETERO BYCOINCIDENCE METREV MCMICHOI IN MAYWBEN
FANDRAFTEDACOUNTERPETITIOFLFOLTHEMTC

SEXUALS IN ORDER TO RESTORE SUCH INDIVIDUALS
NAONIIJAFFE AN ACTIVIST FRIEND FROM ALBANY AND AND IN EARLY SEPTEMBER SEVERAL OF US WENT THERE

BACK INTO HARMONY WITH GODS WILL ONE OF THE
DID PRESENTATION ON BLACK ANDJEWISH RELATIONS AT

FOFLOWINGNGLTFSANDSTOTLEWAIL CINCLNRAATLSFIGHT

THEY CITE
THE RIGHT MIDWEST SUMMIT UNFORTUNATCLY BY THE

SEVERAL SOURCES TO PROVE THAT SUCH RC5TOI THE INVITATION OF CLEVELANDS NEWJEWISH AGENDA
TIME WEARRIVED THE GROUP THATHADBEEN MEETING IN

TION IS POSSIBLE IS THE TRADITIONAL VALUES FOUNDA ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH AND SYNAGOGUECOSPON
CLEVELAND HAD FALLEN APARLTION TALKING POINTS 1993 PUBLICATION OF THE SORED THE EVENT MY COUSIN HAD INFORMED ME THAT

TRADITIONAL VALUES COALITION MCMICHOL HAD JUST STEPPED DOWNAS HEAD OF THE WE HAD SEVERAL MEETINGS PRIMARILY WITH BLACK

THE MM ISTERS ALSO HELD
NAACP NAOMI AND WERE STRUCK BY HIS COLDNESS TO LESBIANS BUT FOUND VERY FEW PEOPLE WHO WERE

US THROUGHOUTTHE EVENING THIS WAS IN SHARP CON WILLING TO CONFRONT
MEETING AND AN

NOUNCED THEIR GOAL TO
TRAST TO THE KIND RECEPTION WE RECEIVED FROM BOTH THE SEVERE THREAT RIGHT

GATHER 10000 SIGNA
THE BLACK AND JEWISH PARTICIPANTS MOST OF WHOM IN THEIR MIDST MOST

WERE ELDER WOMENWEGUESSED THAT IT WAS BECAUSE OF THE WOMENWE MET
TURES IT CLEVCLAND IN

OPPOSITION TO THE FED
OF HIS HOMOPHOBIA AND SEXISM LITTLE DID WE KNOW EVEN REFUSED TO AC

ERAL GAY AND LESBIAN
AT THE TIME HOWRIGHT WE WERE KNOWLEDGETILE SERIOUS

NESS OF THE MINISTERS

CIVIL RIGHTSBILL HB431 WHEN FIRST GOT NEWS OF WHAT WAS GOING ON IN MY CAMPAIGN WE HAD
AND TO TAKE THEIR CAM HOME TOWN WAS EMOTIONALLY DEVASTATED IT WOULD BEEN WARNED THAT RE

PAIGNTODETROITANDPITTSBURGHAMAJORSPOKESPER HAVE BEEN BAD ENOUGH TO FIND OUT ABOUT MAJOR MAINING CLOSETED PRE
SON FOR THE MINISTERS REV MARVIN MCMICHOL IS THE BLACKLED HOMOPHOBIC CAMPAIGN IN ANY CITY IN THIS VENTED ACTIVISM BUT WE ALSO FOUND DEEP RELUC

MINISTER OF ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH THE CHURCH COUNTRY BUT THIS PLACE WASNT AN ABSTRACTION IT WAS TANCE TO DEAL WITH BLACK PEOPLE IN CLEVELANDS INNER

WASRAISED IN AND OF WHICH THE WOMEN IN MYFAMILY WHERE CAME FROM IT WAS WHILE GROWING UP IN CITY BECAUSE OF BOTH CLOSETING AND CLASS DIVISIONS

WEREPILLARS ANTIOCH WAS ON NUMBEROF LEVELS ONE CLEVELAND THAT FIRST FELT ATTRACTED TO WOMEN AND IT CLEVELANDS WHITE LESBIAN AND GAY COMMUNITY HAD

OFTHE MOSTPROGRESSIVE CONGREGATIONS IN CLEVELAND WASALSO IN CLEVELAND THAT IGRASPED THE IMPOSSIBILITY NEVER PROVEN ITSELF TO BE PARTICULARLY SUPPORTIVE OF

ESPECIALLY BECAUSE OF THE POLITICAL LEADERSHIP IT OF EVER ACTING UPON THOSE FEELINGS CLEVELAND IS ANTIRACIST WORK AND RACIAL SEGREGATION SEEMED TO

VIDED AT TIME WHENBLACK PEOPLE WERE NOT ALLOWED HUGE CITY WITH SMALL TOWN MENTALITY NOW WAS CHARACTERIZE THE GAY COMMUNITYJUST AS IT DOES THE

TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY ASPECT OF CLEVELANDS CIVIC LIFE BEING CHALLENGED TO DEAL WITH HOMOPHOBIA DEAD
CITY AS WHOLE

MCMICHOL STATES IT IS OUR FUNDAMENTAL REASONED
UP IN TIME BLACK COMMUNITY AT HOME

BELIEF THAT THERE IS NO COMPARISON BETWEEN THE STA ENLISTED THE HELP OF NGLTF AND SCOT NAKAGAWA

CANNOT
SAY

THAT OUR EFFORTS TO SUPPORT VISIBLE

TUS OF BLACKS AND WOMENAND THE STATUS OFGAYS AND WHO RUNS THEIR FIGHT THE RIGHT OFFICE IN PORTLAND
CHALLENGETOTHEMINISTERSINCLEVELANDWASPARTICU

LESBIANS HE EXPLAINS THAT BEING BLACK OR FEMALE IS

LARLY SUCCESSFUL THE RIGHT WINGS ABILITY TO SPEAK TO

AN ONTOLOGICAL REALITY FACT THAT CANNOT BE HID
THE CONCERNS AND PLAY UPON THE FEARS OF THOSE IT

DEN WHEREAS HOMOSEXUALITY IS CHOSEN LIFE
WISHES TO RECMIT THE LACK OF VISIONARY POLITICAL

LEADERSHIP LOCALLY AND NATIONALLY AMONG BOTH

BLACK AND WHITE LESBIANS AND GAYS AND THE DIFLICULTY



QUICKLY AND EXTREMELY WELL IF WE DO NOT WANT THE

CHRISTIAN RIGHTWING TO END UP RUNNING THIS COUNTRY

SINCE RETURNING FROM CLEVELAND WE HAVE BEEN EX

PLORING THE POSSIBILITY OF LAUNCHING NATIONWIDE

PETITION CAMPAIGN TO GATHER AT LEAST 100000 SIGNA

TURN FROM BLACK PEOPLE WHOSUPPORT LESBIAN AND

GAY RIGHTS ONE BLACK WOMANJANET PERKINS

HETEROSEXUALCHRISTIANWHOWORKSWLTH THE WOMENS

PROJECT IN LITTLE ROCK ARKANSAS HAS ALREADY SPOKEN

OUT IN ACOURAGEOUSARTICLE ENTITLED THE RELIGIOUS

RIGHT DIVIDING THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

THZNSJBTMATION SEPTEMBEROCTOBER 1993 PERKINS

CALLS UPON THE MINISTERS IN CLEVELAND AND THE

ENTIRE BLACK CHURCH TO PRACTICE LOVE INSTEAD OF

CONDEMNATION SHE WRITES

LG TH MINI FAIL TO UNDERSTAND THEY

HAVE BEEN DRAWN INTO PLOT THAT HAS AS ITS MISSION TO

FISILHEISEPANZTE DIVIDE AND PLACE ADD ITIONAL PWSSURE ON

AFTICANAMEIZCANS SO THEY ARE UNABLE TO WINE TOGHER TO

4J

WOT ON THE PNBLEINS OFTHE COMMUNITY

WHAT IS NEEDED IN OUR COMMUNITY IS UNITY AND

BONDTHAT CANT BE BROKEN BY ANYONE WE MUST SEE

OJ EVERY ASPECT OF OUR COMMUNITY AS VALUABLE AND

WORTHPROTECTING AND YES WE MUST GIVE FULL INEM

BERSHIP TO OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS WHOARE HOMO

SEXUAL FOR ALL THESE YEARS WE HAVE SEEN THEM

NOWWE MUST START TO HEAR THEM AND RESPECT THEM

FOR WHOTHEY ARE

THIS IS THE KIND OF RISKTAKING AND
INTEGRITY THAT

MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE PERKINS PUBLICLY DECLARES

HERSELF AN ALLY WHOMWE CAN DEPEND UPON HOPE

IN THE MONTHS TO COME THE GAY AND LESBIAN MOVE

MENT IN THIS COUNTRY WILL LIKEWISE CHALLENGE ITSELF TO

CLOSE THIS GREAT DIVIDE WHICH IT CAN ONLY DO BY

WORKINGTOWARDAN UNBREAKABLE UNITY BOND ACROSS
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