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BREAKING THE SILENCE ON VIOLENCE

VIOLENCE IS AS AMERICAN AS APPLE PIE

THE UNITED STATES WAS BORN IN THE BARREL OF GUN EUROPEAN INVADERCOLONIZERS MASSACRED

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND THEN STOLE THE LAND FROM THOSE STILL LIVING EUROPEAN

AND WHITE AMERICAN SLAVERS KIDNAPED AND CHAINED MILLIONS OF AFRICANS THEN WHIPPED THEM TO WORK

THE STOLEN LANDS THE US ARMY SLAUGHTERED THOUSANDS OF MEXICANS TOOK HALF OF MEXICO AS WAR

BOOTY WHILE THE PRESS BLESSED THE WAR AS AMERICAS MANIFEST DESTINY

VIOLENCE AS RAP BROWN ONCE PUT IT IS AS AMERICAN AS APPLE PIE

SOCIALLY SANCTIONED VIOLENCE

VIOLENCE AGAINST PEOPLES OF COLOR IS SOCIALLY SANCTIONED SOCIALLY SANCTIONED VIOLENCE IS ACTION

PERPETRATED BY INDIVIDUALS GROUPS ANDOR INSTITUTIONS WHICH MAY OR MAY NOT BE LAWFUL BUT WHICH IS

RARELY PUNISHED BECAUSE IT IS APPROVED BY MAJORITY OF THE WHITE POPULATION NINETEENTH CENTURY

GOVERNORS PROUDLY DISPLAYED INDIAN SCALPS AS TROPHIES ON THEIR OFFICE WALLS YOUNG WHITE MALES TESTED

AND BRAGGED OF THEIR MANHOOD BY MAIMING BLACK MEN AND RAPING BLACK WOMEN BETWEEN 1798 AND

1965 US ARMED FORCES INTERVENED MORE THAN 165 TIMES IN TERRITORIES BEYOND US BORDERS ALL BUT

NINE OF THOSE INTERVENTIONS WERE ON LANDS INHABITED BY PEOPLES OF COLOR

LYNCHING

LYNCHING IS UNIQUE FORM OF SOCIALLY SANCTIONED VIOLENCE IN THE US THE FUNCTION OF

LYNCHING IS TO CONTROL AND TERRORIZE AN ENTIRE POPULATION OF PEOPLE OF COLOR BY TARGETING THOSE WHO

EXERT POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC LEADERSHIP WITHIN THEIR COMMUNITY LYNCHING IS THE SPECIFIC FORM OF

VIOLENCE WHICH CEMENTED THE SHARECROPPER SYSTEM IN THE SOUTH THE SYSTEM WHICH PRODUCED THE CHEAP

COTTON THAT GAVE WHITE IMMIGRANTS INCLUDING MY ANCESTORS THEIR PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT IN THE

FORM OF GARMENT INDUSTRY JOBS IN NEW YORK LYNCHING IS THE FOUNDATION OF MY WHITE PRIVILEGE

FROM 1859 TO 1962 MORE THAN 5000 AFRICAN AMERICANS AN UNKNOWN NUMBER OF MEXICAN

AMERICANS AND CHINESE AMERICANS WERE HUNG BURNED AND OFTEN CASTRATED BY VIOLENT WHITE MOBS BUT

NOT ALL THE MOBS WORE WHITE SHEETS AND CARRIED BURNING CROSSES IN THE NORTHEAST MIDWEST AND THE

WEST MOBS OF WHITE WORKERS CONVERTED THE TOOLS OF THEIR TRADES INTO LETHAL WEAPONS RAMPAGED

THROUGH COMMUNITIES OF COLOR BURNING HOUSES TO THE GROUND AND KILLING MEN WOMEN AND CHILDREN

IN THE SOUTH WHITE RESIDENTS TRANSFORMED LYNCHINGS INTO COMMUNITY FESTIVALS SCHOOLS LET THEIR

STUDENTS OUT FOR THESE EXTRACURRICULAR EDUCATIONAL EVENTS RAILROADS SOLD SPECIAL EXCURSION TICKETS TO

THE LYNCH SITE NEWSPAPERS ADVERTISED THE ACTIVITY FOR DAYS IN ADVANCE MOTHERS PACKED TASTY PICNIC

LUNCHES SO THAT THE FAMILY COULD ENJOY ITS HOLIDAY OUTING TOGETHER LYNCHINGS THUS LEFT UNIQUE

LEGACY OF TRADITIONAL WHITE FAMILY VALUES

ORGANIZING AGAINST LYNCHING

PROTESTING LYNCH MOB JUSTICE WAS RISKY BUSINESS BUT SOME TOOK THE RISK IDA WELLS

BARNETT BRILLIANT COURAGEOUS AND COMMITTED AFRICAN AMERICAN JOURNALIST DEVOTED HER LIFE TO

ORGANIZING ANTILYNCHING CAMPAIGNS SHE SUCCEEDED IN MOBILIZING THE RESOURCES OF THE NATIONAL

ASSOCIATION OF COLORED WOMEN THE NAACP MOST AFRICAN AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS AT THE TURN OF THE

CENTURY AND THE ELITE OF ENGLANDS LIBERALS



MOST US WHITES EXPRESSED THEIR APPROVAL OF LYNCHING BY REFUSING TO PROTEST THE VIOLENCE OR

RATIONALIZING IT AS PUNISHMENT FOR BLACK MALES WHO ALLEGEDLY RAPED WHITE WOMEN THEIR SILENCE WAS
THEIR CONSENT BUT JESSIE DANIEL AMES SOUTHERN WHITE WOMAN REFUSED TO BE SILENT SHE UNDERSTOOD

THAT SOUTHERN WHITE WOMEN IN WHOSE NAME WHITE MEN JUSTIFIED LYNCHING WERE CRUCIAL IN BREAKING

THE SILENCE ON THE VIOLENCE FROM THE 920S TO THE 1940S SHE ORGANIZED AND LED THE ASSOCIATION OF

SOUTHERN WOMEN FOR THE PREVENTION OF LYNCHING WHICH GOT INDIVIDUALS OFFICIALS AND COMMUNITY
LEADERS TO PUBLICLY REPUDIATE LYNCHING TARGETED SHERIFFS TO SIGN PUBLIC PLEDGES AGAINST LYNCHING AND

SOMETIMES ACTUALLY CONFRONTED LYNCH MOBS

LYNCBING GOES UNDERGROUND

MANY OBSERVERS SAY THAT LYNCHING HAS DECLINED SINCE THE 1960S LARGELY AS RESULT OF THE

CONCENTRATED MEDIA SPOTLIGHT ON SOUTHERN WHITE VIOLENCE DISAGREE BELIEVE THAT LYNCHING HAS SIMPLY

BEEN TAKEN OUT OF THE PUBLIC EYE WHITE MEN IN BLUE HAVE REPLACED WHITE MEN IN WHITE AS TODAYS
LYNCH MOB WHAT THEY USED TO CALL LYNCHING THEY NOW CALL JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDE OR SUICIDE

EVERY NIGHT IN URBAN CITIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AND AT THE BORDERS BETWEEN THE US AND

MEXICO POLICE AND BORDER GUARDS MAIM AND KILL BLACK AND BROWN PEOPLE WITH IMPUNITY THE SAME
WHITE MOB VIOLENCE GOES ON IN JAILS AND PRISONS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY IN MISSISSIPPI ALONE 68

PRISONERS HAVE SUPPOSEDLY COMMITTED SUICIDE SINCE 1987 THESE SUICIDAL FOLKS HAVE PUT
SHOELACES AND BELT BUCKLES AROUND THEIR NECKS HUNG THEMSELVES FROM PRISON RAFTERS FAR ABOVE THEIR

HEADS WITHOUT BENEFIT OF CHAIRS TO STAND ON THE MEDIA NO LONGER ADVERTISES THE LYNCHINGS NOW
THEY APPROVE THE VIOLENCE BY THEIR SILENCE

IT IS TIME TO BREAK THE SILENCE ON SOCIALLY SANCTIONED VIOLENCE THAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF

THE FOLLOWING EXERCISES THE BURNING OF LLOYD CLAY AND NIGHT IN THE CITY

RAP BROWN WAS THE CHAIRMAN OF SNCC STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE

IN 1967 SNCC WAS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT AFRICAN AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS IN THE 1960S

FROM INSTANCEROF THE USE OF US ARMED FORCES ABROAD 1798 1965 IN PAUL

JACOBS AND SAUL LANDAU TO SERVE THE DEVIL VOL NY VINTAGE BOOKS 1971 PP 338355

FROM SOUTHERN WHITE WOMEN WHO WERE ANTILYNCHING ACTIVISTS BY KAREN HAGGERTY
SHE WROTE THE SHORT PAPER SPECIALLY FOR THE FALL 1993 SESSION OF THIS WORKSHOP

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY COMMITTEE AGAINST MISSISSIPPI JAIL LYNCHINGS 4158216545

FOR MORE READING ON LYNCHING WHITE MOB VIOLENCE AND ANTILYNCHING CAMPAIGNS

JACQUELYN DOWD HALL REVOLT AGAINST CHIVALRY JESSIE DANIEL AMES AND THE

WOMENS CAMPAIGN AGAINST LYNCHING DATE AND PUBLISHER

JACQUELYN DOWD HALL THE MIND THAT BURNS IN EACH BODY WOMEN RAPE AND

RACIAL VIOLENCE IN MARGARET ANDERSEN AND PATRICIA HILL COLLINS EDS RACE CLASS AND GENDER
AN ANTHOLOGY BELMONT CALIFORNIA WADSWORTH PUBLISHING CO 1992 PP 397412

IDA WEILSBARNETT ON LYNCHINGS SOUTHERN HORRORS RED RECORD MOB RULE

IN NEW ORLEANS NEW HAMPSHIRE AYER CO 1991

RALPH GINZBURG 100 YEARS OF LYNCHINGS BALTIMORE BLACK CLASSIC PRESS1988
IDA WELLS CRUSADE FOR JUSTICE THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF IDA WELLS EDITED BY

ALFREDA DUSTER CHICAGO UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS 1970
DOROTHY STERLING BLACK FOREMOTHERS THREE LIVES NEW YORK THE FEMINIST

PRESS 1988 IDA WELLS VOICE OF PEOPLE PP 61 117
HERBERT SHAPIRO WHITE VIOLENCE AND BLACK RESPONSE FROM RECONSTRUCTION TO

MONTGOMERY AMHERST UNIV OF MASS PRESS 1988



BREAKING THE SILENCE ON VIOLENCE

STAND IN SOLIDARITY

NIGHT IN THE CITY

INTRODUCTION

THIS EXERCISE IS INTENDED TO FOLLOW IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE GROUP READING OF THE BURNING OF

LLOYD CLAY THE PURPOSES OF THE EXERCISE ARE TO

PROVIDE HYPOTHETICAL BUT COMMON SCENARIO WHICH OFFERS PARTICIPANTS THE

OPPORTUNITY TO DO SOMETHING CONCRETE TO BREAK THE SILENCE ON VIOLENCE

TO HIGHLIGHT THE DIRECT HISTORICAL CONTINUITY BETWEEN THE FUNCTION OF THE LYNCH MOB

AND OF THE INNER CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT TO CONTROL BY VIOLENCE AFRICAN AMERICAN AND LATINO

POPULATIONS

THIS IS SMALL GROUP EXERCISE OF OR PAIR SHARES

SCENARIO PART ONE

YOU ARE LEAVING THIS WORKSHOP YOU ARE ALONE YOU HAVE NEITHER TAPE RECORDER OR

CAMCORDER WITH YOU YOU SEE COPS WITH GUNS TRAINED ON TWO YOUNG MEN ONE AFRICAN AMERICAN

ONE LATINO THE COPS ARE YELLING AT THE YOUNG MEN THERE APPEARS TO BE STRUGGLE BOTH YOUNG

MEN FALL TO THE GROUND HANDS CLUTCHING THEIR HEADS

EXERCISE PART ONE

WHAT DO YOU DO AND WHY DO YOU DO IT

SCENARIO PART TWO OPTIONAL TIME PERMITTING

WHEN YOU GET HOME YOU TELL YOUR STORY TO YOUR ROOMMATE OR FRIEND OR PARTNER

SHE SUPPORTS YOUR ACTION BUT IS VERY CONCERNED FOR YOUR SAFETY AS WELL AS THE SAFETY OF THE YOUNG

MEN

EXERCISE PART TWO

PAIR OFF IN YOUR SMALL GROUP AND ROLE PLAY THE DISCUSSION BETWEEN YOU AND YOUR

ROOMMATE FRIEND OR PARTNER

GATHER YOUR GROUPS WISDOM PRIORITIZE THESE POINTS

WHAT WERE YOUR FEELINGS DURING EXERCISE THE ROLE PLAY
WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM EACH PART

HOW CAN YOU APPLY WHAT YOU LEARNED

SUMMARIZE YOUR MOST IMPORTANT INSIGHTS FOR THE WHOLE GROUP

AN ALTERNATIVE EXERCISE MIGHT BE REAL ISSUE OF POLICE VIOLENCE OR CURRENT DAY LYNCHING

ABOUT WHICH WE AS WORKSHOP ARE ASKED TO TAKE SOME FORM OF SOLIDARITY ACTION UNFORTUNATELY

THERE SEEMS TO BE NO LACK OF SUCH ISSUES SOCIALLY SANCTIONED VIOLENCE AGAINST PEOPLE OF COLOR IS

DAILY OCCURRENCE IN EVERY PART OF THE UNITED STATES



NO MORE GENOCIDE

BY HOLLY NEAR

WHY ARE THE HISTORY BOOKS SO FULL OF LIES
WHEN NO WORD IS SPOKEN OF WHY THE INDIAN DIES
OR THAT THE CHICANOSAS LOVE THE CALIFORNIA LAND
DO OUR BOOKS ALL SAY THAT IT WAS DISCOVERED BY ONE WHITE MAN

CHORUS
THATS JUST LIE
ONE OF THE MANY AND WEVE HAD PLENTY

DONT WANT MORE OF THE SAME
NO MORE GENOCIDE IN MY NAME

OH WHY ARE THE WEAPONS OF WAR SO YOUNG
AND WHY ARE THERE ALWAYS RICH ONES AROUND WHEN ITS DONE
WHY ARE SO MANY OF THE SOLDIERS BLACK OR BROWN
DO WE THINK ITS BECAUSE THEYRE GOOD AT CUTTING OTHER

PEOPLE DOWN

CHORUS
THATS JUST LIE
ONE OF THE MANY AND WEVE HAD PLENTY

DONT WANT MORE OF THE SAME
NO MORE GENOCIDE IN MY NAME

NAZI FORCES GROW AGAIN
IGNORANCE GIVES THEM PLACE
THE KLAN IS TEACHING CHILDREN TO HATE THE HUMAN RACE
WHERE ONCE WAS PLAYGROUND NOW AN MX MISSILE PLAN
DO THEY THINK ITS FUN TO SEE JUST HOW MUCH WE CAN STAND

PEOPLE DIE ALL AROUND THE WORLD FROM STARVATION AND GRIEF
ALL THE TIME

SOME FOLKS TRY TO AVOID THE TRUTH SAYING GOD AND GUN
WILL PROVIDE

IN ROME IN CAPETOWN AND BEIRUT SAN SALVADOR GREENSBORO
BELFAST AND MANILA AND MANY MORE

ITS CRIME
DO WE THINK THE FASCIST RIGHT WILL SAVE THE WORLD IN TIME
THEY TRY TO TELL US SO
BUT WEVE GOT TO TELL THEM NOI

CHORUS
THATS JUST LIE
ONE OF THE MANY AND WEVE HAD PLENTY

DONT WANT MORE OF THE SAME
NO MORE GENOCIDE IN MY NAME

REPRINTED IN WOMEN AGAISNST IMPERIALISMS FAMOUS WOMEN AND CHILDRENS

HANDBOOK COLLECTED AND CREATED BY SALLY GOLDIN KARIN ASHLEY TERN

MASSIN AND LINDA SUDAK SF WOMEN AGAINST IMPERIALISM 1992 27
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