
THE TRADITION IN CLASSROOMS IN CHURCHES

IN COURTROOMS IN PRISONS

CARRY IT ON NOW WECARRIED IT ON

CAZIY
SOAPBOXES AND PICKET LINES

CARRY IT ON NOW WELFARE LINES UNEMPLOYMENT LINES

CARRY IT ON OUR LIVES ON THE LINE

WECARRIEDITON

CARR ON THE TRADITION

IN SITINS AND PRAYINS

THERE WEREBLACK PEOPLE SINCE THE CHILDHOOD OF TIME AND MARCHINS AND DIEINS

WHOCARRIED IT ON WECARRIED IT ON

IN GHANA AND MALI AND TIMBUKM
WE CARRIED IT ON ON COLD MISSOURI MIDNIGHTS

PINING SHOTGUNS AGAINST LYNCH MOBS

CARRIED ON THE TRADITION
ON BIINIIIIG BROOKL STREETS

PITTING ROCKS AGAINST RIFLES

WEHID IN THE BUSH WECARRIED IT ON

WHENTHE SLAVEMASTERS CAME

HOLDING SPEARS AGAINST WATER HOSES AND BULLDOGS

AND WHENTHE MOMENT WAS RIPE AGAINST NIGHTSTICKS AND BULLETS

LEAPED OUT AND LANCED THE LIFEBLOOD AGAINST TANKS AND TEAR GAS

OF WOULDBE MASTERS NEEDLES AND NOOSES

BOMBS AND BIRTH CONTROL

WECARRIEDITON WECARRIEDITON

ON SLAVE SHIPS
INSDIDFTAND SANJUAN

HURLING OURSELVES INTO MOZAMBIQUE MISSISSIPPI

SLITTING THE THROATS OF OUR CAPTORS
IN BRAZIL AND BOSTON

WETOOK THEIR WHIPS
WE CARRIED IT ON

AND THEIR SHIPS

BLOOD FLOWED IN THE ATLANTIC THROUGHTHE LIES AND THE SELLOUTS

AND IT WASNT ALL
THE MISTAKES AND THE MADNESS

WECARRIED IT ON THROUGHPAIN AND HUNGER AND FRUSTRATION

WECARRIEDITON

FED MISSY ARSENIC APPLE PIES

STOLE THE AXES FROM THE SHED CARRIED ON THE TRADITION

WENT AND CHOPPED OFF MASTERS HEAD
CARRIED STRONG TRADITION

WERAN WEFOUGHT

WEORGANIZED RAILROAD CARRIED PROUD TRADITION

AN UNDERGROUND
CARRIED BLACK TRADITION

WECARRIEDITON

CARRY IT ON

IN NEWSPAPERS IN MEETINGS

IN ARGUMENTS TR PASS IT DOWNTO THE CHILDREN

WECARRIED IT ON PASS IT DOWN

CARRY IT ON

IN TALES TOLD TO CHILDREN CARRY IT ON NOW

IN CHANTS AND CANTATAS CARRY IT ON

IN POEMS AND BLUES SONGS
TO FREEDOM

AND SAXAPHONE SCREAMS

WECARRIED IT ON SSATA SHAKUR
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