
FAMILIES FAMILY HERSTORIES

SESSION

HOMEWORK

TOPICS THEMES
COMMON PATTERNS AMONG EUROPEAN AMERICAN FAMILIES

OPPRESSION AND HARD WORK AS NEW IMMIGRANTS

WHITE PRIVILEGE IN RELATION TO FAMILIES OF COLOR

WHEN RESISTING OPPRESSION OFTEN ACTING CONSCIOUSLY OR UNCONSCIOUSLY

AS ACCOMPLICES IN THE OPPRESSION OF PEOPLE OF COLOR

WHAT FAMILY HERSTORIES REVEAL ABOUT HOW SYSTEMS OF OPPRESSION INTERRELATE TO

MAINTAIN THE WHITE SUPREMACY SYSTEM

READINGS
IN CWS MANUAL

STUDY FAMILY HERSTORIES SECTION 1926
BROWSE CREATE CULTURE OF RESISTANCE REST OF SECTION

IN HOW EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS BECAME WHITE PEOPLE READINGS PACKET

STUDY MAB SEGREST ON BEING WHITE AND OTHER LIES HISTORY OF

OF RACISM IN THE UNITED STATES FROM MEMOIR OF RACE TRAITOR

STUDY ANY OTHER OF THE READINGS THAT APPLY TO YOUR FAMILY ANCESTRY

FAMILY HERSTORY RESEARCH
READ FAMILY HERSTORY WORKSHOP INSTRUCTIONS

USE FAMILY HERSTORIES WORKSHEET AS YOUR GUIDE FOR YOUR RESEARCH

BEGIN FAMILY RESEARCH BY CALLING FAMILY RELATIVES ANDOR OTHER FORMS OF

RESEARCH IF THIS PART OF THE EXERCISE IS TOO DIFFICULT FOR YOU EMOTIONALLY OR

FINANCIALLY PLEASE PASS ON IT

PREPARE TO BRING TO YOUR SMALL GROUP
THE SMALL GROUPS FOR THE FAMILY HERSTORIES EXERCISE WILL BE ORGANIZED BY

PRIMARY EUROPEAN ANCESTRIES ENGLISHSCOTTISHWELSH NORTHERN

EUROPEAN FRENCH GERMAN SCANDANAVIAN COUNTRIES IRISH

JEWISH FROM ALL COUNTRIES EASTERN AND SOUTHERN EUROPEANS

ITALIAN GREEK BALKAN COUNTRIES RUSSIA SPAIN PORTUGAL

CREATE TIMELINE OF YOUR FAMILYS HERSTORY FOCUS ON OPPRESSION SURVIVAL

RESISTANCE PRIVILEGE YOU CAN USE WORDS PICTURES DRAWINGS BE CREATIVE

WHENEVER POSSIBLE MAKE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN YOUR FAMILYS STORY AND WHAT

YOU HAVE LEARNED ABOUT THE HISTORY OF WHITE SUPREMACY WHEN YOU TELL YOUR

FAMILY STORY IN YOUR SMALL GROUP YOU CAN USE THE TIMELINE AS VISUAL GUIDE

AS YOU CREATE YOUR FAMILY TIMELINE EXAMINE THE BOOT IN YOUR PACKET OF

READINGS USE IT TO ANALYZE YOUR FAMILYS EXPERIENCES

YOU MIGHT WANT TO BRING PICTURE OR OBJECT THAT HAS SIGNIFICANCE TO YOU THAT

RELATES TO YOUR FAMILY

FOOD FOR THOUGHT FOR WHITE FOLKS WHEN DID YOUR ANCESTORS BECOME WHITE

WHAT DID THEY GIVE UP TO BECOME WHITE WHAT DID THEY GAIN

HOW DID THEIR CULTURE WAY OF LIFE CHANGE AS THEY BECAME WHITE



FAMILY HERSTORIES WORKSHEET INSTRUCTIONS

TO PREPARE FOR THE FAMILY HERSTORIES SESSION RESEARCH ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS

IN THE FAMILY HERSTORIES WORKSHEET ABOUT YOUR OWN FAMILY IF DIFFERENT BRANCHES OF

YOUR FAMILY HAVE VERY DIFFERENT EXPERIENCES WRITE WHAT YOU KNOW ABOUT TWO SETS OF

ANCESTORS SOME THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND

THE GOAL OF THIS EXERCISE IS SIMPLY TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ABOUT OUR FAMILIES

TO HEAR THE FAMILY MYTH THAT HAS BEEN PASSED DOWN THROUGH THE GENERATIONS

THE GOAL IS NOT TO CONFRONT CREATE CONFLICT OR CREATE DEFENSIVENESS THOUGH

THESE DYNAMICS MAY ALREADY EXIST IN YOUR FAMILY

USE THE FAMILY HERSTORIES WORKSHEET AS AN INTERVIEW TOOL TAILORING IT TO YOUR

SUBLECT ASK THE QUESTIONS YOU THINK WILL HELP THAT PERSON OPEN UP YOU MAY NOT BE

ABLE TO ANSWER ALL OF THE QUESTIONS

IF THERE IS STORY TELLER IN YOUR FAMILY START YOUR RESEARCH WITH HERHIM

USE ACTIVE LISTENING AND ASK FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS

LOOK FOR DIFFERENCES IN EXPERIENCE BASED ON GENDER CLASS ETHNICITY AND

SEXUAL ORIENTATION

QUESTIONS 10 AND 11 ON THE WORKSHEET ARE QUESTIONS FOR YOU TO THINK ABOUT

YOURSELF NOT TO ASK THE SUBJECTS OF YOUR INTERVIEWS REFER TO THE BOOT VISUAL TO HELP

YOU THINK ABOUT HOW THE INSTITUTIONS OF WHITE SUPREMACY HAVE AFFECTED YOUR FAMILY

REMEMBER THIS CAN BE VERY CHALLENGING EXPERIENCE THERE ARE MANY

COMPLICATED EMOTIONAL ISSUES THAT EXIST IN OUR FAMILIES TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF AS YOU DO

YOUR RESEARCH BE AWARE THAT IT MAY BRING UP LOT FOR YOU EMOTIONALLY IF YOU NEED TO

TALK ABOUT IT SEEK OUT YOUR SGO OR FRIEND FROM THE WORKSHOP



FAMILY HERSTORIES WORKSHEET

USE SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER FOR YOUR RESEARCH

WHERE DID YOUR ANCESTORS COME FROM AND WHEN DID THEY COME TO WHAT IS NOW THE

US

IF YOUR ANCESTORS CAME FROM ANOTHER CONTINENT WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES POLITICAL

AND ECONOMIC IMPELLED THEM TO COME TO WHAT IS NOW THE US

IF YOU HAVE INDIGENOUS ANCESTORS HOW AND WHEN DID YOUR ANCESTORS HOMELAND

BECOME PART OF THE US

WHERE DID YOUR ANCESTORS FIRST SETTLE

WHAT KIND OF WORK PAID AND UNPAID MEN AND WOMEN DID THEY DO HOW WERE

WOMENS AND MENS WORK REMEMBERED ANDOR VALUED DIFFERENTLY

DESCRIBE THE OBSTACLES YOUR ANCESTORS FACED NOTING DIFFERENCES BASED ON GENDER

SEXUAL ORIENTATION CLASS

FINDING WORK

FINDING PLACE TO LIVE

TRAVELING TO PLACES WHERE THEY MIGHT FIND WORK

GOING TO SCHOOL

MARRYING AND RAISING FAMILY

WERE THEY TARGETS OF VIOLENCE IF SO WHY WERE THEY TARGETED

WERE THEY ELIGIBLE TO BECOME CITIZENS DID THEY DO SO DO YOU KNOW WHY OR WHY

NOT DID ANY OF YOUR ANCESTORS LOSE THEIR CITIZENSHIP

THINK OF STORY OF HOW YOUR FAMILY OVERCAME SPECIFIC OBSTACLE OR FORM OF

OPPRESSION



WHAT KIND OF ORGANIZED SUPPORT NETWORKS DID THEY HAVE TO SURVIVE AND RESIST

OPPRESSION

FAMILIAL EG EXTENDED FAMILY

RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL

SOCIAL

NEIGHBORHOOD

ECONOMIC COOPS CREDIT UNIONS BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS ETC

POLITICAL

NOTE QUESTIONS 10 AND 11 ARE INTENDED FOR YOU TO ANSWER AFTER YOU HAVE COMPLETED

YOUR RESEARCH MAYBE THERE IS FAMILY MEMBER YOU FEEL WOULD LIKE TO ANSWER 10 OR 11

IF THERE IS USE YOUR INTUITION AS TO HOW TO APPROACH HERHIM

10 IF YOUR ANCESTORS ARE OF EUROPEAN ORIGIN

HOW DID INSTITUTIONS OF WHITE SUPREMACY PRIVILEGE THEM BE SPECIFIC LIST

THREE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF PRIVILEGE RELATIVE TO FAMILIES OF COLOR IN THE SAME TIME PERIOD

HOW DID THE PRACTICES OF YOUR ANCESTORS SUPPORT NETWORKS IMPACT ON SPECIFIC

PEOPLES OF COLOR DID YOUR RELATIVES TELL YOU ANY STORIES ABOUT THESE PRACTICES IF THE

PRACTICES WERE OPPRESSIVE TO PEOPLE OF COLOR DID YOUR RELATIVES ACQUIESCE OBJECT TO OR

INITIATE THEM

11 IF SOME OF YOUR ANCESTORS ARE OF AFRICAN NATIVE AMERICAN LATINOA ASIAN OR PACIFIC

ISLAND ARABIC OR MIXED RACIALCONTINENTAL ORIGIN

HOW DID INSTITUTIONS OF WHITE SUPREMACY OPPRESS THEM LIST THREE EXAMPLES

DID ORGANIZED NETWORKS OF EUROPEAN AMERICANS FIGHTING AGAINST THEIR OWN

OPPRESSION ALSO OPPRESS THEM LIST THREE EXAMPLES

HOW DID THEY RESIST THESE DIFFERENT FORMS OF OPPRESSION
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