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THIS ARTICLE WAS FIRST WRITTEN AS PRESENTATION FOR THE CHALLENGING WHITE

SUPREMACY WORKSHOP ORGANIZED BY SHARON MARTINAS IN SAN FRANCISCO AND ORIGINALLY
ENTITLED WHAT IS WHITE SUPREMACY IT IS INTENDED TO OFFER BASIC INTRODUCTORY

UNDERSTANDING OF RACISM TO MOSTLY WHITE AUDIENCE AND TO HELP OPEN MINDS THAT THE

SOCIETY HAS KEPT CLOSED FOR CENTURIES

WHAT IS WHITE SUPREMACY

THE BASIC DEFINITION OF THE CHALLENGING WHITE SUPREMACY WORKSHOP SAYS
WHITE SUPREMACY IS AN HISTORICALLY BASED INSTITUTIONALLY PERPETUATED SYSTEM OF

EXPLOITATION AND OPPRESSION OF CONTINENTS NATIONS AND PEOPLES OF COLOR BY WHITE

PEOPLES AND NATIONS OF THE EUROPEAN CONTINENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAINTAINING AND
DEFENDING SYSTEM OF WEALTH POWER AND PRIVILEGE

WHATDOES IT MEAN TO SAY IT IS SYSTEM
THE MOST COMMONMISTAKE PEOPLE MAKE WHEN TALKING ABOUT RACISM WHITE

SUPREMACY IS TO THINK OF IT AS PROBLEM OF PERSONAL PREJUDICES AND INDIVIDUAL ACTS OF

DISCRIMINATION THEY DO NOT SEE THAT IT IS SYSTEM WEB OF INTERLOCKING REINFORCING
INSTITUTIONS POLITICAL ECONOMIC SOCIAL CULTURAL LEGAL MILITARY EDUCATIONAL ALL OUR

INSTITUTIONS AS SYSTEM RACISM AFFECTS EVERY ASPECT OF LIFE IN COUNTRY

BY NOT UNDERSTANDING THAT RACISM IS SYSTEMIC WEGUARANTEE IT WILL CONTINUE FOR

EXAMPLE RACIST POLICE BEHAVIOR IS OFTEN REDUCED TO FEW BAD APPLES WHO NEED TO BE
REMOVED INSTEAD OF SEEING THAT IT CAN BE FOUND IN POLICE DEPARTMENTS EVERYWHERE IT

REFLECTS AND SUSTAINS THE EXISTING POWER RELATIONS THROUGHOUT SOCIETY THIS MISTAKE
HAS REAL CONSEQUENCES BY REFUSING TO SEE POLICE BWTALITY AS PART OF SYSTEM AND
THAT THE SYSTEM MUST BE CHANGED WEGUARANTEE SUCH BRUTALITY WILL CONTINUE

THE NEED TO RECOGNIZE RACISM AS BEING SYSTEMIC IS ONE REASON THE TERM WHITE

SUPREMACY IS MORE USEFUL THAN THE TERM RACISM THEY REFER TO THE SAME PROBLEM BUT
THE PURPOSE OF RACISM IS MUCH CLEARER WHENWE CALL IT WHITE

SUPREMACY THE WORD SUPREMACY MEANS POWER RELATIONSHIP EXISTS

ALTHOUGH RACISM IS SOCIAL REALITY IT HAS NO BIOLOGICAL OR OTHER

SCIENTIFIC BASIS RACE IS AN UNSCIENTIFIC TERM FOR DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PEOPLE THERE IS

SINGLE HUMAN RACE

THE TERM RACISM OFTEN LEADS TO DEADEND DEBATES ABOUT WHETHER

PARTICULAR REMARK OR ACTION BY AN INDIVIDUAL WHITE PERSON WAS REALLY RACIST OR NOT WE
WILL ACHIEVE CLEARER UNDERSTANDING OF RACISM IF WE ANALYZE HOW CERTAIN ACTION

RELATES TO THE SYSTEM OF WHITE SUPREMACY THE TERM WHITE SUPREMACY GIVES WHITE

PEOPLE DEAR CHOICE OF OPPOSING AN INHUMAN SYSTEMOR NOT



II WHAT DOES IT MEANTO WHITE SUPREMACY IS HISTORICALLY BASED

EVERY COUNTRY HAS CREATION OR ORIGIN MYTH WHICH IS THE STORY PEOPLE ARE TAUGHT

OF HOW THEIR COUNTRY CAME INTO BEING OURS SAYS THE UNITED STATES BEGAN WITH

COLUMBUSS SOCALLED DISCOVERY OF AMERICA CONTINUED WITH SETTLEMENT BY BRAVE

PILGRIMS WON ITS INDEPENDENCE FROM ENGLAND WITH THE AMERICAN REVOHALON SURVIVED

CIVIL WAR AND EXPANDED WESTWARD UNTIL IT BECAME THE ENORMOUS RICH COUNTRY YOU
SEE TODAY

THAT IS THE ORIGIN MYTH WEARE ALL TAUGHT IT OMITS THREE GIANT FACTS ABOUT THE

EMERGENCE OF THE UNITED STATES AS NATION THOSE FACTS DEMONSTRATE THAT WHITE

SUPREMACY IS FUNDAMENTAL TO ITS EXISTENCE

THE UNITED STATES IS NATION STATE CREATED BY MILITARY CONQUEST IN SEVERAL

STAGES THE FIRST STAGE WAS THE EUROPEAN SEIZURE OF THE LANDS INHABITED BY

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES WHICH THEY CALLED TURTLE ISLAND BEFORE THE EUROPEAN INVASION

BETWEEN NINE AND EIGHTEEN MILLION INDIGENOUS PEOPLE LIVED IN WHAT BECAME NORTH

AMERICA BY THE END OF THE SOCALLED INDIAN WARS ABOUT 250000 REMAINED IN WHAT IS

NOWTHE UNITED STATES AND ABOUT 123000 IN WHAT IS NOWCANADA SEE THE STATE OF

NATIVE AMERICA ED BY ANNETTE JAIMES SOUTH END PRESS 1992
THAT PROCESS CREATED THE LAND BASE OF THIS COUNTRY THE SEIZURE OF INDIAN LAND

AND ELIMINATION OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES WAS THE FIRST ESSENTIAL CONDITION FOR THE CREATION

OF WHAT BECAME THE UNITED STATES THE FIRST STEP THEN WAS MILITARY CONQUEST AND

GENOCIDE
THE UNITED STATES COULD NOT HAVE DEVELOPED ECONOMICALLY AS NATION

WITHOUT ENSLAVED AFRICAN LABOR WHEN AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY BEGAN GROWING IN THE

COLONIAL PERIOD TREMENDOUS LABOR SHORTAGE EXISTED NOT ENOUGH WHITE WORKERS

CAME FROM EUROPE AND THE EUROPEAN INVADERS COULD NOT PUT THE REMAINING INDIGENOUS

PEOPLES TO WORK IN SUFFICIENT NUMBERS ENSLAVED AFRICANS PROVIDED THE LABOR FORCE THAT

MADE THE GROWTH OF THE UNITED STATES POSSIBLE

THAT GROWTH PEAKED FROM ABOUT 1800 TO 1860 THE PERIOD CALLED THE MARKET
REVOLUTION DURING THIS TIME THE UNITED STATES CHANGED FROM BEING AN

AGRICULTURALCOMMERCIAL ECONOMYTO AN INDUSTRIAL CORPORATE ECONOMY THE

DEVELOPMENT OF BANKS EXPANSION OF THE CREDIT SYSTEM PROTECTIVE TARIFFS AND NEW
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS ALL HELPED MAKE THIS POSSIBLE THE KEY TO THE MARKET REVOLUTION

WASTHE EXPORT OF COTTON AND THIS WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY SLAVE LABOR SO THE SECOND
VITAL STEP IN THE CREATION OF THE UNITED STATES WAS SLAVERY

THE THIRD MAJOR STEP IN THE FORMATION OF THE UNITED STATES AS NATION WAS
THE SEIZURE OF ALMOST HALF OF MEXICO BY WARTODAYS SOUTHWESTIN 1846 FEW YEARS

LATER IN 1853 THE US ACQUIRED FINAL CHUNK OF ARIZONA FROM MEXICO BY THREATENING TO

RENEW THE WAR THIS EXPANSION ENABLED THE US TO REACH THE PACIFIC AND THUS OPEN
UP VALUABLE TRADE WITH ASIA THAT INCLUDED MARKETS FOR EXPORT AND GOODS TO IMPORT AND
SELL IN THE US IT ALSO OPENED TO THE US VAST MINERAL WEALTH IN ARIZONA AGRICULTURAL

WEALTH IN CALIFORNIA AND NEW SOURCES OF CHEAP LABOR TO BUILD RAILROADS AND DEVELOP

THE ECONOMY THUS THE THIRD STEP IN THE FORMATION OF THIS NATION WAS MILITARY EXPANSION



THIS COMPLETED THE TERRITORIAL BOUNDARIES OF WHAT IS NOWTHE UNITED STATES
THOSE WERE THE THREE FOUNDATION STONES IN THE CREATION OF THE UNITED STATES AS
NATION THEN IN 1898 THE TAKEOVER OF THE PHILIPPINES PUERTO RICO GUAM AND
CUBA BY MEANS OF WAR AGAINST SPAIN EXTENDED THE US TO BECOME AN EMPIRE ALT BUT
CUBA HAVE REMAINED US COLONIES OR NEOCOLONIES PROVIDING NEW SOURCES OF WEALTH
AND MILITARY POWER FOR THE UNITED STATES THE COLONIZATION AND INCORPORATION OF HAWAII
COMPLETED THE EMPIRE

MANY PEOPLE IN THE UNITED STATES HATE TO RECOGNIZE THE TRUTH OF THE THREE STEPS
THEY DO NOT LIKE TO CALL THE US AN EMPIRE THEY PREFER THE ESTABLISHED ORIGIN MYTH
WITH ITS IDEA OF THE US AS DEMOCRACY FROM ITS EARLY DAYS THEY AND THE INSTITUTIONS
THAT UPHOLD THAT MYTH COULD BE CALLED THE PREMISE KEEPERS

III WHAT DOES IT MEANTO THAT WHITE SUPREMACY IS SYSTEM OF EXPLOITATION

THE ROOTS OF US RACISM OR WHITE SUPREMACY LIE IN ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION BY THE
THEFT OF RESOURCES AND HUMAN LABOR THAT EXPLOITATION HAS BEEN JUSTIFIED BY RACIST
IDEOLOGY AFFIRMING THE INFERIORITY OF ITS VICTIMS THE FIRST APPLICATION OF WHITE
SUPREMACY OR RACISM BY EUROAMERICANS WAS AGAINST INDIGENOUS PEOPLES WHOSELAND
WAS STOLEN THEN BLACKS ORIGINALLY AS SLAVES AND LATER AS EXPLOITED WAGED LABOR
FOLLOWED BY MEXICANS WHEN THEY LOST THEIR LAND HOLDINGS AND ALSO BECAME WAGESLAVES CHINESE FILIPINO JAPANESE AND OTHER ASIANPACIFIC PEOPLES ALSO BECAME LOW
WAGE WORKERS HERE SUBJECT TO RACISM

IN SHORT WHITE SUPREMACY AND ECONOMIC POWER WERE BORN TOGETHER THE
UNITED STATES IS THE FIRST NATION IN THE WORLD TO BE BORN RACIST AND ALSO THE FIRST TO BE
BORN CAPITALIST THAT IS NOT COINCIDENCE IN THIS COUNTRY AS HISTORY SHOWS
CAPITALISM AND RACISM GO HAND IN HAND

IV HOWDOES WHITE SUPREMACYMAINTAIN AND DEFEND SYSTEM OF WEALTH
POWERAND PRIVILEGE

RACIST POWER RELATIONS ARE SUSTAINED BY THE INSTITUTIONS OF THIS SOCIETY TOGETHER
WITH THE IDEOLOGY OF WHITENESS THAT DEVELOPED DURING WESTERN COLONIZATION THE
FIRST EUROPEAN SETTLERS CALLED THEMSELVES ENGLISH IRISH GERMAN FRENCH DUTCH ETC
NOT WHITE OVER HALF OF THOSE WHO CAME IN THE EARLY COLONIAL PERIOD WERE WHITE
SERVANTS WITH SO MANY ENSLAVED AFRICANS BROUGHT TO THE COLONIES THE PLANTERS WHO
FORMED AN ELITE CLASS IN THE SOUTHERN COLONIES WERE SOON OUTNUMBERED BY NON
WHITES IN THE CAROLINAS 25000 WHITES FACED 40000 BLACK SLAVES AND 60000
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN THE AREA

CLASS LINES HARDENED AS THE DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN RICH AND POOR BECAME
SHARPER THE PROBLEM OF CONTROL LOOMED LARGE AND FEAR OF REVOLT FROM BELOW GREW
AMONG THE ELITE THERE HAD BEEN REVOLTS BY WHITE SERVANTS AND BLACK SLAVES FROM THE
EARLY YEARS ELITE WHITES FEARED MOST OF ALL THAT DISCONTENTED WHITES SERVANTS TENANT
FARMERS THE URBAN POOR THE PROPERTYLESS SOLDIERS AND SAILORS WOULDJOIN BLACK
SLAVES TO OVERTHROW THE EXISTING ORDER AS EARLY AS 1663 INDENTURED WHITE SERVANTS



AND BLACK SLAVES IN VIRGINIA HAD FORMED CONSPIRACY TO REBEL AND GAIN THEIR FREEDOM
THEN IN 1676 CAME BACONS REBELLION BY WHITE FRONTIERSMEN AND SERVANTS ALONGSIDE

BLACK SLAVES THE REBELLION SHOOK VIRGINIAS PLANTER ELITE MANY OTHER REBELLIONS
FOLLOWED FROM SOUTH CAROLINA TO NEW YORK THE MAIN TEAR OF ELITE WHITES EVERYWHERE
WAS CLASS FEAR THEIR SOLUTION DIVIDE AND CONTROL

ON ONE HAND THE SLAVE CODES WRE ENACTED THAT LEGALIZED CHATTEL SLAVERY AND
SEVERELY RESTRICTED THE RIGHTS OF FREE AFRICANS THE CODES EQUATED THE TERMS NEGRO
AND SLAVE AT THE SAME TIME RULES WERE SET FOR SERVANTS THEIR BONDS WERE
LOOSENED THEY WERE GRANTED CERTAIN PRIVILEGES SUCH AS THE RIGHT TO ACQUIRE LAND JOIN
MILITIAS AND RECEIVE BOUNTIES FOR SLAVES THEY CAUGHT

WITH THESE PRIVILEGES THEY WERE LEGALLY DECLARED WHITE ON THE BASIS OF SKIN COLOR
AND CONTINENTAL ORIGIN THAT MADE THEM SUPERIOR TO BLACKS AND INDIANS THUS
WHITENESS WAS BORN AS RACIST NOTION TO PREVENT LOWERCLASS WHITES FROM JOINING
PEOPLE OF COLOR ESPECIALLY BLACKS AGAINST THEIR COMMONCLASS ENEMIES THE CONCEPT
OF WHITENESS BECAME SOURCE OF UNITY AND STRENGTH FOR THE VASTLY OUTNUMBERED
EUROAMERICANS AS IN SOUTH AFRICA ANOTHER SETTLER NATIONAND KEY TO DEFENDING WHITE
SUPREMACY AGAINST CLASS UNITY ACROSS COLOR LINES

MANIFEST DESTINY

SINCE THE TIME OF JEFFERSON THE UNITED STATES HAD ITS EYE ON EXPANDING TO THE
PACIFIC OCEAN AND ESTABLISHING TRADE WITH ASIA OTHERS IN THE RULING CLASS CAME TO
WANT MORESLAVE STATES FOR REASONS OF POLITICAL POWERAND THIS ALSO REQUIRED WESTWARD
EXPANSION BOTH GOALS POINTED TO TAKING OVER MEXICO THE FIRST STEP WAS TEXAS
WHICH WAS ACQUIRED FOR THE UNITED STATES BY FILLING THE TERRITORY WITH ANGLO SETTLERS WHO
THEN DECLARED THEIR INDEPENDENCE FROM MEXICO IN 1836 AFTER FAILING TO PURCHASE
MORE MEXICAN TERRITORY PRESIDENT JAMES POLK CREATED PRETEXT FOR STARTING WAR WITH
THE DECLARED GOAL OF EXPANSION THE NOTORIOUSLY BRUTAL TWOYEAR WAR WAS JUSTFIED IN

THE NAME OF MANIFEST DESTINY

THE DOCTRINE OF MANIFEST DESTINY BORN AT TIME OF AGGRESSIVE WESTERN
EXPANSION SAID THAT THE UNITED STATES WAS DESTINED BY GOD TO TAKE OVER OTHER PEOPLES
AND LANDS THE TERM WAS FIRST USED IN 1845 BY THE EDITOR OF POPULAR JOURNAL WHO
AFFIRMED THE RIGHT OF OUR MANIFEST DESTINY TO OVERSPREAD AND TO POSSESS THE WHOLE
CONTINENT WHICH PROVIDENCE HAS GIVEN US FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE GREAT EXPERIMENT
OF LIBERTY AND FEDERATED SELFGOVERNMENT

THE CONCEPT OF MANIFEST DESTINY AND RACISM ARE PROFOUNDLY LINKED EVEN THOSE
WHO OPPOSED EXPANSION DID SO FOR RACIST REASONS FOR EXAMPLE MAJOR OPPOSITION TO
GOBBLING UP MEXICO CAME FROM POLITICIANS SAYING THE DEGRADED MEXICANSPANISH
WERE UNFIT TO BECOME PART OF THE UNITED STATES THEY WERE WRETCHED PEOPLE
MONGRELS



IN SIMILAR WAY SOME INFLUENTIAL WHITES WHOOPPOSED SLAVERY IN THOSE YEARS
SAID BLACKS SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM US SOIL TO AVOID CONTAMINATION BY AN INFERIOR

PEOPLE SEE MANIFEST DESTINY BY ANDERS STEPHANSON HILL WAN9 1995
EARLIER NATIVE AMERICANS HAD BEEN THE TARGET OF WHITE SUPREMACIST BELIEFS THAT SAID

THEY WERE DIRTY HEATHEN SAVAGES AND ALSO FUNDAMENTALLY INFERIOR IN THEIR VALUES FOR

EXAMPLE THEY DID NOT SEE LAND AS PROFITABLE REAL ESTATE BUT AS OUR MOTHER SUCH

PEOPLE HAD TO BE FORCEFULLY ISOLATED ON RESERVATIONS OR IN LIMITED CASES FORCEFULLY

ASSIMILATED BY BEING REMOVED FROM THEIR OWN CULTURE

THE DOCTRINE OF MANIFEST DESTINY ESTABLISHED WHITE SUPREMACY MORE FIRMLY THAN

EVER AS CENTRAL TO THE US DEFINITION OF ITSELF THE ARROGANCE OF ASSERTING THAT GOD

GAVE WHITE PEOPLE PRIMARILY MEN THE RIGHT TO DOMINATE EVERYTHING AROUND THEM STILL

HAUNTS OUR SOCIETY AND SUSTAINS ITS RACIST OPPRESSION TODAY WE CALL IT THE ARROGANCE OF

POWER AND IT CAN BE SEEN IN ALL US RELATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES

THE MATERIAL EFFECTS OF WHITE SUPREMACY ON PEOPLES OF COLOR ARE ALL TOO CLEAR IN

TERMS OF ECONOMIC SOCIAL POLITICAL AND CULTURAL INEQUITY EVEN THAT ULTIMATE AFFIRMATION

OF DOMINION RACIST MURDER OR LYNCHING STILL OCCURS TO REMIND US THAT AGEOLD POWER
RELATIONS REMAIN UNALTERED THAT IS NOT TO DENY THE POSITIVE EFFECTS OF LONG YEARS OF

STRUGGLE TO CHANGE THOSE POWER RELATIONS BUT TO RECOGNIZE THAT WHITE SUPREMACY
REMAINS INTACT SYSTEMICALLY AS SEEN IN THE CONSTANT HARM IT DOES TO THE DAILY LIVES AND

ASPIRATIONS OF PEOPLES OF COLOR

LESS UNDERSTOOD THAN THE MATERIAL ARE THE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SPIRITUAL EFFECTS OF

WHITE SUPREMACY FEW WHITES UNDERSTAND WHAT INTERNALIZED RACISM DOES TO PEOPLE OF

COLOR WHODO NOT DISCUSS THOSE EFFECTS EASILY THEMSELVES THE SELFHATRED DESIRE TO BE
LIKE WHITES OR EVEN TO BE WHITE AND ASSUMPTION OF INEVITABLE FAILURE ARE THE DREADFUL

LEGACY OF WHITE SUPREMACYS TEACHING THOSE LIES BY EVERY MEANS AT ITS DISPOSAL

MAINTAINING CONTROL OVER ANY COMMUNITY HAS ALWAYS REQUIRED NOT ONLY PHYSICAL

DOMINATION BUT ALSO THE IDEOLOGICAL DOMINATION THAT SAYS THINGS ARE AS THEY SHOULD BE
AS YOU INFERIOR CREATURES DESERVE THEM TO BE

WHITE SUPREMACY AND GLOBALIZATION

RACISM HAS NEVER STOOD STILL OR REMAINED UNCHANGED IN HISTORY TODAY WESEE
NEW FORMS EMERGING FROM THE RAPID GROWTH OF GLOBALIZATION WE CAN SEE THAT WHITE

SUPREMACY HAS BECOME MORE GLOBAL THAN EVER AND MILLIONS OF PEOPLE OF COLOR HAVE
BECOME GLOBALIZED

GLOBAL ECONOMIC INTEGRATION IS NOT NEW IN ITSELF WE HAVE SEEN THE WORLD

CAPITALIST ECONOMYIN OPERATION SINCE THE 15TH CENTURY IF NOT EARLIER BUT TODAY IT IS AN
EXTREMELY POWERFUL SET OF INTERRELATED POLICIES AND PRACTICES WITH HUGE FIELD OF

OPERATIONS IT INCLUDES THE GLOBAL ASSEMBLY LINE FOR PRODUCTION WITH PARTS MADE IN

DIFFERENT COUNTRIES THE WHOLE WORLD DEFINED AS THE POTENTIAL MARKET FOR COMMODITY
AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES THAT FACILITATE ECONOMIC INTEGRATION MORE THAN EVER IN

HUMAN HISTORY WITH CORPORATE GLOBALIZATION HAS COME NEOLIBERALISM THAT MEANS
PRIVATIZATION DEREGULATION THE DECLINE OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND OTHER POLICIES



THE MAIN VICTIMS ARE NATIONS OF COLOR POLITELY CALLED DEVELOPING INSTEAD OF

IMPOVERISHED AND PEOPLES OF COLOR AS SHOWNBY THE VAST INCREASE IN MIGRANT LABOR

THE VAST MAJORITY OF IMMIGRANTS TO THE US TODAY ARE THE GLOBALIZED WOMENAND MEN
MOSTLY OF COLOR DRIVEN FROM HOME BY DIRE PERSONAL POVERTY TO FIND SURVIVAL USUALLY IN

THE GLOBAL CAPITALS NEW ERUPTIONS OF WHITE SUPREMACY OFTEN CONFRONT THEM

ITS BEEN SAID THAT MILITARISM IS RACISM IN ACTION WE COULD ALSO SAY THAT

GLOBALIZATION IS WHITE SUPREMACY IN ACTION AS NEVER BEFORE MANIFEST DESTINY NOW

RAGES ACROSS NOT ONLY LAS AMERICAS BUT THE WHOLE WORLD
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