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AM AN EDUCATED MAN
WENT TWELVE YEARS TO SCHOOLS AND GRADUATED FROM HIGH SCHOOLAM AN EDUCATED MAN
WENT TO COLLEGE FOR TWO YEARS BEFORE GOING TO WORLD WAR II

AM AN EDUCATED MAN
WENT TO COLLEGE FOR THREE YEARS AND GRADUATED AFTER WORLD WAR IIAM AN EDUCATED MAN
WENT TO GRADUATE SCHOOL FOR FOUR YEARS AND GRADUATED
AM AN EDUCATED MAN

IN ALL THAT EDUCATION WAS TOLD LITTLE ABOUT AFRICAN AMERICANS MOST OF IT

WRONG

IN ALL THAT EDUCATION NO ONE EVER ASKED ME TO READ BOOK BY AN AFRICANAMERICAN AUTHOR

THE MOST LEARNED ABOUT ENSLAVED AFRICAN PEOPLE DURING THOSE YEARS WASTHAT THEY WERE HAPPY PASSIVE AND LOVED THEIR MASTERS IA SAMUEL ELIOT
MORRISON

WAS NOT TAUGHT THAT OUR NATIONAL ECONOMY WAS BUILT ON THE BACKS OFENSLAVED AFRICAN MEN AND WOMEN

WAS NOT TAUGHT THAT THE RELIGION LOVED CONDONED AND AT TIMES INSPIRED THEENSLAVEMENT OF BLACKS

WAS NOT TOLD THAT IT WAS ABSURD AND ARROGANT FOR THE POPE AND THE KINGS OFSPAIN AND PORTUGAL TO ASSUME THAT THEY HAD THE RIGHT TO DIVIDE THE WORLDBETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES

WAS NOT TOLD THAT MANY YEARS BEFORE COLUMBUS AFRICAN PEOPLE HAD COME TOTHIS HEMISPHERE

WAS NOT TAUGHT THAT THE COMING OF COLUMBUS TO THESE SHORES WAS THE
BEGINNING OF GENOCIDE FOR ARAWAKS OTHER NATIVE PEOPLE AND SLAVERY FOR AFRICAN
PEOPLE IN THIS HEMISPHERE

WAS NOT TAUGHT THAT FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS BEFORE COLUMBUS THERE WERE
FLOURISHING SOCIETIES WITH ELABORATE WAYS OF RELATING GOVERNING LIVING AND
SURVIVING IN THIS HEMISPHERE

NO ONE EXPLAINED TO ME THE EXISTENCE AND GROWTH IN EUROPE OF ANTIBLACK
ATTITUDES PRIOR TO THE EXPLORATIONS INTO THIS PART OF THE WORLD

NO ONE DESCRIBED TO ME HOW THOSE OLD EUROPEAN ATTITUDES GOT TRANSLATED
INTO THE DECISIONS TO ENSLAVE AFRICAN PEOPLE HERE

NO ONE TOLD ME OF THE HEROIC AND STEADY RESISTANCE BY AFRICAN PEOPLE TO THEIR
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ENSLAVEMENT

NO ONE TOLD ME OF THE WAYS IN WHICH COUNTLESS LAWS IN OUR COLONIES DENIED

THE VALUE OF AFRICAN LIVES

NO ONE TOLD ME THAT MOST OF OUR ADMIRED FOUNDING FATHERS BELIEVED AFRICAN

PEOPLE TO BE INFERIOR TO WHITES

WAS NOT TAUGHT THAT THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES HAD WRITTEN

INTO IT ASSUMPTIONS OF WHITE SUPERIORITY

WAS NOT TAUGHT THAT MOST WHITE ABOLITIONISTS BELIEVED IN WHITE SUPERIORITY

WAS NOT TAUGHT ABOUT THE CONTINUING DISCRIMINATION PRACTICED LEGALLY AGAINST

AFRICAN PEOPLE FOR THREE CENTURIES CONTINUED IN MORE SUBTLE FORMS TODAY

WAS NOT TAUGHT ABOUT THE AMAZING TENACITY WITH WHICH AFRICAN PEOPLES

STRUGGLED TO MAINTAIN THEIR CULTURE IN SPITE OF ENSLAVEMENT

WAS NOT TAUGHT ABOUT THE WAYS IN WHICH MY GOVERNMENT WAS INVOLVED IN

THE WILLFUL NEGLECT OF BLACK HEALTH FOR INSTANCE IN THE TUSKEGEE SYPHILLIS

EXPERIMENT NOR HOWTHAT NEGLECT CONTINUES TODAY IN POLICIES WHICH WATCH BLACK

INFANTS DIE AT RATE FAR GREATER THAN WHITES

WAS NOT TAUGHT THAT THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE OF BLACKS HAS FOR YEARS BEEN

ALMOST DOUBLE THAT OF WHITES AND NO ONE SEEMS MUCH CONCERNED TO CORRECT THAT

INSTITUTIONALIZED DISCREPANCY

NO ONE TOLD ME ABOUT THE CAMPAIGNS OF SOME BRANCHES OF MY GOVERNMENT

TO UNDERMINE BLACK LEADERSHIP INSTANCED BY THE THE FBIS CONSPIRACY AGAINST

DRKING OR BY ALLEGED CONTINUED HARASSMENT OF BLACK ELECTED OFFICIALS TODAY

NO ONE IN ALL THOSE YEARS OF EDUCATION TOLD ME ABOUT THE PERSISTENT WAYS IN

WHICH MANY OF THE SYSTEMS OF MY SOCIETY ARE INFECTED WITH BOTH PERSONAL

PREJUDICE AND INSTITUTIONAL TILTS WHICH DENY AFRICAN AMERICAN EQUAL ACCESS TO

GOODS SERVICES AND RESOURCES

NO ONE EXPLAINED HOWSOMETIMES SUBTLE BUT PERVASIVE ANTIBLACK PREJUDICE

OFTEN DRAINS THE ENERGIES OF AFRICAN AMERICAN PEOPLE INTO SIMNPLY COPING THUS

DIMINISHING THEIR ABILITIES TO PERFORM IN THE ACADEMIC OR PROFESSIONAL WORLD

NO ONE TOLD ME THAT AS WHITE MALE HAD SOME OBLIGATION AND OUGHT TO

TAKE ROLE IN AMENDING THE WRONGSOF THE PAST AND IN CREATING PRESENTFUTURE

WHICH IS MORE RACIALLY JUST

NO ONE TOLD ME THAT OFTEN TIMES WHAT IS WRONG IS NOT IN THE BLACK

COMMUNITY OR IN BLACK INDIVIDUALS BUT IN THE HEADS HEARTS AND HABITS OF WHITE

PEOPLE

NO ONE TOLD ME OF THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PREJUDICE DISCRIMINATION AND

SYSTEMIC RACISM NOR DID THEY EXPLAIN HOWTHOSE DIFFERENCES AFFECT THE WAYS

WORK FOR RACIAL JUSTICE
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