
THITE SUPREMACIST
BY THE BAY
BY SHARON MARTINAS

THROAT LUMPED AS HEARD MY NAME CALLED RD
NEVER SPOKEN BEFORE AT PUBLIC HEARING OF THE SAN FRANCISCO BOARDOF

EDUCATION DONT HAVE CHILDREN IN THE SCHOOL SYSTEM RM NEITHER

PARENT OR TEACHER AND HADNT STUDIED THE HOUGHTONMIFILIN HISTORY

AND SOCIAL STUDIES TEXTBOOKS THAT WERETHE CENTER OF THE STORM OF CON
TROVERSY YET FELT COMPELLED TO SPEAK

COALITION OF THIRTYSEVEN

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS COM
POSED MOSTLY OF PEOPLE OF COLOR

HAD SEVERELY CRITICIZED THE BOOKS

AS RACIST AND EUROCENTRIC DE
STRUCTIVE TO THE EDUCATIONAL

GROWTH AND SELF IMAGE OF CHILDREN

OF COLOR THEY HAD DOCUMENTED
THEIR CRITICISMS IN METICULOUSLY

COULD SAY THAT HADNT BEEN SAID

PREPARED 85 PAGE CRITIQUE WHAT

BEFORE DECIDED JUST TO SHARE MY
OWNEXPERIENCES

UG
JNAS

MYNAME IS SHARON IVIARTI

RM 55 OF EUROPEAN ANCESTRY IV5JI
AND IVE LIVED IN SAN FRANCISCO FOI

27 YEARS

AM SPEAKING IN OPPOSITION
TO ADOPTION OF THE TEXTBOOKS BE AA
LIEVE THAT THEY ARE VERY DETRIMEN
TAL TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN

WHOSEHERITAGE LIKE MINE IS EURO WHATS HAPPENING TO THC
PEAN

LET ME EXPLAIN WHAT MEAN BY SOME EXAMPLES FROM MY OWNLIFE

FORTY YEARS AGO WENT TO ONE OF THE BEST PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN BOSTON
THERE LEARNED ABOUT GREEKS AND ROMANS BUT NOT ABOUT EGYPTIANS
AND MAYANS LEARNED THAT COLUMBUS DISCOVERED AMERICA THAT THE

CONSTITUTION MADE ALL AMERICANS FREE AND EQUAL AND THAT MOZART WAS
MUSICAL GENIUS BUT COLTRANE MERELY AN IMPROVISOR NOTHING IN MY

EDUCATION AT PRESTIGIOUS IVY LEAGUE COLLEGE CHANGED THAT IMAGE

MY FORMAL EDUCATION HAD SO DIMINISHED MY HUMANITY THAT AL

THOUGH WAS PERSON WHOCARED DEEPLY FOR MY FELLOW HUMAN BEINGS
THE SCOPE OF MY CARE WAS LIMITED TO THOSE WHOSESKIN COLOR RESEMBLED

MINE AND WHOSE ANCESTORS CAME FROM EUROPE OTHER HUMAN BEINGS
THOSE WITH DARKER SKINS WHOSEANCESTORS COME FROM AFRICA THE AMEN
CAS ASIA OR THE MIDDLE EAST THEY DIDNT EXIST FOR ME

IN SUM HAD LEARNED TO BE LITERATE CAPABLE GENEROUS ADULT
WHO WAS AT THE SAME TIME WHITE SUPREMACIST NO DIDNT WEAR



HITE SHEETS OR BURN FIERY CROSSES JUST THOUGHT AND ACTED LIKE AN OR

WHITE AMERICAN

FAR XNMPLE WHEN MOVEDTO SAN FRANDSCO RENTED LOVELY FLAT

OVERLOOKING THE BAY IT NEVER OCCURRED TO ME BECAUSE HADNT BEEN

TAUGHT THAT THE LAND ON WHICH WAS LIVING HAD ONCE BEEN UNDER THE

STEWARDSHIP OF THE OHLONE PEOPLES FOR WHOMTHAT LAND WAS SACRED IT

COULD NOT BE BOUGHT SOLD OR RENTED NOR DID KNOWTHAT WHITE SETTLERS

WHOCAME HERE GENERATIONS BEFORE ME HAD EXTERMINATED THE OHLONES

AND STOLEN THEIR LAND AND THAT IS HOW CAME TO ENJOY MY LOVELY APART

MENT

DIDNT BEGIN TO RESTORE MY HUMANITY UNTIL PARTICIPATED IN THE

STRIKE AT SAN FRANCISCO STATE

THAT CREATED THE SCHOOL OF ETHI

NIC STUDIES IN 1969 THAT

STRUGGLE INSPIRED NEWVISION

OF MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION FOR

THIS NATION

BUT THAT VISION CANNOT

WAIT FOR COLLEGE IT HAS TO START

WHEN CHILD ENTERS PUBLIC

SCHOOL NOT MUCHHAS CHANGED

SINCE WENT TO SCHOOL 40 YEARS

AGO TRUE THE EDUCATIONAL

CANVAS IS NO LONGER PAINTED

WITH AN ALL WHITE BRUSH BUT

THE CLOTH IS STILL WHITE IT JUST

HAS FEW BLACK BROWNRED

AN YELLOW POLKA DOTS TO

DORN IT

IYZ
THIS NEWCANVAS EXEM

PLIFIED BY THESE TEXTBOOKS IS

JUST AS DESTRUCTIVE OF OUR CHIL

DRENS HUMANITY AS WAS THE

OLD ONE OURNATIONS SCHOOL

CHILDREN BY LAURA IRENE WAYNE SYSTEMS ARE STILL CHURNING OUT

YOUNG WHITE SUPREMACISTS FAST

ER THAN FORD ASSEMBLY LINE TURNS OUT PICK UP TRUCKS

AND SO CALL ON THE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO EXERCISE YOUR

BILITY FOR NURTURING THE HUMANITY OF OUR CHILDREN REJECT THESE TEXT

BOOKS FIND OR CREATE BOOKS THAT TELL THE TRUTH

LET US ALL LEARN FROM THE PEDAGOGIC WISDOM OF THE ANCIENT EGYP

TIANS AN AFRICAN PEOPLE WHOSAID KNOWYE THE TRUTH AND THE TRUTH

WILL SET YOU FREE

GUESS THE BOARD DIDNT LIKE EGYPTIAN PROVERBS THEY ADOPTED THE

TEXTBOOKS WITH ONE DISSENTING VOTE ONLY TOM AMMIANO WHITE GAY

COMMUNITY ACTIVIST AND THE NEWEST BOARD MEMBERSAID NO TO WHITE

SUPREMACY

WISH MORE OF SAN FRANCISCOS HUGE WHITE PROGRESSIVE COMMUNITY
AD BEEN THERE TO OPPOSE THE TEXTBOOKS DONT KNOWIF IT WOULDHAVE

MADE DIFFERENCE IN THE VOTE BUT BELIEVE IT WOULD HAVE MADE ADIF
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