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PART ONE DONT YOU KNOWWHAT COLOR YOU ARE

AS WAKED THAT PICKET LINE IN FRONT OF THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICE COULD FEEL THE ANXIETY AND

TENSION GROWING KNEWTHAT IT WOULD BE UNPOPULAR TO PROTEST FOR CHICANO STUDIES AT

FULLERTON COLLEGE IN ORANGE COUNTY CALIFORNIA BUT WASNT PREPARED DIDNT KNOWWHAT

TO EXPECT HAD BEEN TO COUNTLESS PROTESTS AND ACTIONS OVER THE YEARS POLITICIZED AT 15

WENT TO PROTESTS AGAINST MCDONALDS AND FACTORY FARMING SHELL OIL AND APARTHEID THE GULF

WARAND MILITARISM BUT THIS WAS DIFFERENT AND WASNT ENTIRELY SIRE WHY

LET ME GIVE YOU SOME BACKGROUND THE PROTEST FOR CHICANO STUDIES WAS THE LATEST ACTION OF

STUDENT COALITION THAT HAD FORMED SEMESTER EARLIER IN 1993 WHENTHE STUDENT COALITION

FIRST FORMED THE MAIN PRIORITY WAS FIGHTING BACK AGAINST STUDENT FEE INCREASES THE STATE OF

CALIFORNIA WAS CUTTING THE BUDGET FOR HIGHER EDUCATION AS THE PRISON BUDGET SWELLED AND THE

CUT WAS BEING TRANSFERRED TO STUDENTS AS FEE INCREASES THE COALITION WAS LARGELY MADE UP OF

CHICANOA NATIONALISTS FROM MECHA AND WHITE ANARCHISTS FROM THE UNITED ANARCHIST

FRONT WE LINKED THE FEE HIKES AND THE CUTS IN EDUCATION TO THE GROWINGPRISON POPULATION

WE PUT OUT FLYERS PUT TOGETHER COUPLE OF ACTIONS AND WE HELD MASS RALLY THAT WAS

OVERWHELMINGLY SUCCESSFUL IN FACT THE RALLY WAS SO SUCCESSFUL THAT IT PROMPTED SOME

RETALIATION FROM THE ADMINISTRATION DURING THE RALLY THE MAJORITY OF SPEAKERS WEREPEOPLE OF

COLOR WHICH REFLECTED WHOWAS IN THE COALITION WAS ONE OF TWO WHITE PEOPLE WHO SPOKE AT

THE RALLY AND ACTIVELY PARTICIPATED IN THE COALITION WEEK OR SO AFTER THE RALLY BOTH OF US

WHITE STUDENTS WERE CALLED INTO THE DEAN OF STUDENTS OFFICE

WALKED INTO THE OFFICE COMPLETELY UNAWAREOFTHE REASON WHY WAS SUMMONED WHEN

SAT DOWNTHERE WERE TWO SECURITY GUARDS SITTING ON BOTH SIDES OF ME SECRETARY TOOK NOTES

OF THE MEETING VERBATIM ON TYPE WRITER THE DEAN OF STUDENTS INFORMED ME THAT HAD

BEEN SPOTTED VANDALIZING THE SCHOOL LATE AT NIGHT WITH THIS OTHER WHITE STUDENT FROM THE

COALITION WHO HONESTLY DIDNT REALLY KNOW CUSTODIAN IDENTIFIED US FROM PICTURES TAKEN

DURING THE RALLY WEHAD SUPPOSEDLY BEEN SEEN WHEATPASTING HUGE POSTERS OF GOVERNOR PETE

WILSON WEARING MICKEY MOUSEEARS LIKED THE POSTER BUT HAD TRUTHFULLY NEVER PUT ONE UP
THE DEAN TOLD ME THAT AS RESULT OF THIS VANDALISM WOULD BE FINED AND EXPELLED MY CLASS

UNITS MADE NONTRANSFERABLE AND WOULD BE ARRESTED AT SOME POINT DURING THE WEEK WHILE

WAS IN CLASS COULDNT BELIEVE IT LEFT THAT MEETING FULL OF FEAR WHENWORDSPREAD IN THE

COALITION ABOUT WHAT HAD HAPPENED DAVID ROJAS ONE OF THE MOST AMAZING ORGANIZERS IVE

EVEN MET TOLD ME THAT WE WERE GOING TO FIGHT THIS THEY ARE TRYING TO DIVIDE US HE SAID

THE ADMINISTRATION TARGETED US FOR TWO REASONS BELIEVE THEY ASSUMED THAT IT WAS THE TWO

WHITE PEOPLE WHOWERELEADING THE COALITION AND THEY WERE AFRAID OF MULTIRACIAL ORGANIZING

WEPUT FLYERS OUT EVERYWHERE WE STARTED UP AN UNDERGROUNDNEWSPAPERCALLED THE MOLOTOV

COCKTAIL SERVING ONE UP FOR AUTHORITY EVERYWHERE THE SCHOOL NEWSPAPER THE HORNET

LOVED US AND EVERY WEEK PRINTED ARTICLES ABOUT US ALONG WITH GUEST EDITORIALS AND LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR THAT WEWROTE OUR DEMANDTO STOP ALL FEE HIKES WAS WIDELY SUPPORTED BY THE



STUDENTS THE DEAN OF STUDENTS EVENTUALLY APOLOGIZED FOR HIS ACCUSATIONS AND NOTHING

HAPPENED TO US THE SEMESTER WAS COMING TO AN END WEHAD DONE SOME GREAT WORK

TOWARDS THE END OF THE SEMESTER MORE AND MORE ADS BEGAN APPEARING IN THE SCHOOL

NEWSPAPERS ABOUT HOW FEE HIKES WERETHE RESULT OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION THERE WERE ALSO

STUDENT ACTIONS ON OTHER CAMPUSES CALLING FOR MORE ETHNIC STUDIES PROGRAMS AT UCLA

STUDENTS HAD OCCUPIED AN ADNUINISTRATION BUILDING AND THEN LAUNCHED SUCCESSFUL HUNGER

STRIKE

OVER THE SUMMER GROUP OF ABOUT 15 OF US STARTED STUDY GROUPREADING HOWARDZINNS

PEOPLES HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES ALTHOUGH THE STUDY GROUP ITSELF DIDNT LAST VERY LONG

READING ZINN WAS POWERFUL EXPERIENCE THAT OPENED MY EYES TO HISTORIES OF RACE CLASS AND

GENDER OPPRESSION AND RESISTANCE OVER THE SUMMER THE COALITION DECIDED THAT OUR FOCUS FOR

THE NEXT TERM WAS GOING TO BE ETHNIC STUDIES AND WOMENSTUDIES GENERALLY AND CHICANO

STUDIES IN PARTICULAR HAD ALREADY TAKEN THE ONLY BLACK STUDIES CLASS AND WOMENSTUDIES

CLASS AT THAT POINT AND WAS CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN CHICANO STUDIES EVENTUALLY MAJORED IN

RACE CLASS GENDER AND POWER STUDIES AT SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVERSITY HYBRID OF ETHNIC

STUDIES WOMENSTUDIES AND POLITICAL SCIENCE SO ETHNIC STUDIES WAS BOTH PERSONALLY AND

POLITICALLY SIGNIFICANT FOR ME WHEN THINKING ABOUT THIS CHANGE IN PRIORITIES IT DIDNT OCCUR TO

METHAT THE RESPONSE ON CAMPUS WOULD BE DIFFERENT WEWEREGOING FROM ONE IMPORTANT

DEMANDTO ANOTHER AND THOUGHT PEOPLE WOULD CONTINUE SUPPORTING US WAS REALLY NAIVE

ABOUT HOWBIG OF DECISION IT WAS TO GO FROM STUDENT FEE BIKES TO ETHNIC STUDIES BUT

WOULD LEARN

ON SEPTEMBER OF 1993 RALLY HAD BEEN CALLED FOR CHICANO STUDIES BUSLOADS OF HIGH

SCHOOL STUDENTS AND COLLEGE STUDENTS FROM OTHER CAMPUSES WEREGOING TO COME TO FULLERTON

COLLEGE FOR MARCH DAVID ROJAS AND CREATED SPECIAL ISSUE OF THE MOLOTOV COCKTAIL

TOGETHER AN 1X14 DOUBLE SIDER WITH ARTICLES AND GRAPHICS WEWROTE LAST SEMESTER

MUCH OF OUR FOCUS WAS DIRECTED ON THE RIGHTS OF EDUCATION FOR ALL WHILE WE WILL CONTINUE

WITH THIS STRUGGLE IT IS ALSO EQUALLY IMPORTANT THAT WE FIGHT FOR QUALITY EDUCATION WE AS

STUDENTS MUST REMEMBER THAT THIS IS OUR EDUCATION AND THAT WE MUST HAVE ROLE IN

SHAPING THE EDUCATION PROCESS WECONTINUED FULLERTON COLLEGE DOES NOT MEET UP TO THE

STATE AND FEDERAL AFFIRMATIVE ACTION GUIDELINES AND THIS EFFECTS US AND OUR EDUCATION IF THERE

ARE CLASSES THAT ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO US THEN WE MUST DEMANDTHEM WEMUST RECLAIM OUR

HISTORY WEMUST RECLAIM OUR EDUCATION OF THE LAST 56 PEOPLE HIRED ONLY WEREPEOPLE OF

COLOR THE COLLEGE POPULATION WAS 570O ANGLO OOCHICANOA 120O ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDER

30O AFRICAN AMERICAN AND 100 AMERICAN INDIAN THERE WAS NOT ONE FULL TIME AFRICAN

AMERICAN PROFESSOR ON THE ENTIRE CAMPUS

THE RALLY HAPPENED HUNDREDS OF STUDENTS SHOWED UP AND THE ENERGY WAS HIGH THERE WERE

MEXICAN FLAGS AND SPEECHES IN SPANISH THE STUDENTS BEGAN TO MARCH INTO THE STREETS OF

ORANGE COUNTY IT WAS ENERGETIC AND PEACEFUL POLICE IN FULL RIOT GEAR WEREEVERYWHERE THE

POLICE SURROUNDED THE STUDENTS AND ORDERED THEM TO END THE MARCH SHORTLY THEREAFTER THE

POLICE WENT WILD WITH PEPPER SPRAY AND BATONS HIGH SCHOOLERS AND COLLEGE STUDENTS ALMOST

ENTIRELY LATINAO WERE HIT AND SPRAYED AS THEY RAN BACK TO THE CAMPUS

MISSED THE MARCH HAD LEFT THE RALLY TO GO TO WORK IT WAS CRITICAL MISTAKE ON MY PART TO

HAVE LEFT REGARDLESS OFWORK SHOULD HAVE BEEN THERE WAS NAIVE AND THOUGHT OF THIS



MARCH AS JUST ONE OF MANY MARCHES BUT THE REALITY IS THIS WHENLATINOA STUDENTS TAKE TO

THE STREETS OF ORANGE COUNTY OR ANYWHERE IN THIS COUNTRY IT IS DIFFERENT THAN WHEN MOSTLY

WHITE ACTIVISTS DO IT THE THREAT OF COMMUNITIES OF COLOR MOBILIZED IS ENORMOUS AND IT SCARES

THE POLICE TO THEIR BONES HAD READ ABOUT WHITE SUPREMACY AND CALLED MYSELF AN ANTIRACIST

BUT THERE WAS SO MUCH THAT JUST DIDNT UNDERSTAND

THE REACTION ON CAMPUS TO THE STUDENT MARCH FOR CHICANO STUDIES WAS OVERWHELMING

NEGATIVE THE SCHOOL PAPER ATTACKED THE RALLY AND MARCH AS BEING ANTIWHITE ANGRY

PROVOKING VIOLENCE AND COUNTERPRODUCTIVE THE ADMINISTRATION THE SCHOOL PAPER AND

THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF WHITE STUDENTS BLAMED OUR STUDENT COALITION FOR THE VIOLENCE

SOME CALLED FOR MECHAS FUNDING TO BE CUT OTHERS BLAMED THE MOLOTOV COCKTAIL FOR URGING

YOUNG STUDENTS TO USE VIOLENCE

FOR WEEKS THERE WAS CONSTANT DEBATE ABOUT ETHNIC STUDIES WERE NOT PROTESTING TO HAVE

WHITE STUDIES WE WERE TOLD OVER AND OVER AGAIN CHICANO STUDIES IS EXCLUSIVE AND

NARROWWE WEREINFORMED WAS WHITE STUDENT TAKING CHICANO STUDIES AND TRIED TO TALK

WITH OTHER WHITE STUDENTS ABOUT THAT TO DISCUSS WITH THEM THAT CHICANO STUDIES LIKE

WESTERN CIVILIZATION CLASS WAS SOMETHING FOR ALL OF US TO TAKE TO TALK ABOUT HOWTHE HISTORY

OF CHICANAOS WAS SYSTEMATICALLY ELIMINATED FROM MOST CLASSES NOT FROM CONSCIOUS

DECISION MAKING NECESSARILY BUT BECAUSE THE IDEOLOGY OFWHITE SUPREMACYSAYS THAT THERE IS

NOTHING OF CHICANO HISTORY WORTHYOF STUDY THIS IS WHYMANY OF THE WHITE STUDENTS WOULD

SAY THINGS LIKE THE BOOKS READ ARE WRITTEN BY WHITE PEOPLE BECAUSE THATS WHOWRITES AND

THATS NOT MY FAULT THIS IS HOWWHITE SUPREMACY OPERATES WHITENESS IS UNIVERSALIZED AS

THE NORMOF WHAT IS IT DOES NOT REQUIRE CONSCIOUS DECISION TO HAVE THOUGHTS THAT ARE RACIST

AS IT IS RACISM THAT SHAPES THE STRUCTURE OF OUR THOUGHT IT IS NOT MY FAULT THAT BLACK PEOPLE

DO NOT WRITE BOOKS IT IS NOT MY FAULT THAT MOST OF WHAT IS IMPORTANT WAS DONE BY

EUROPEANS AND EUROPEAN AMERICANS BELIEVE THAT ALL PEOPLE ARE CREATED EQUAL BUT IT IS

NOT MY FAULT THAT WHITE PEOPLE JUST DO MORE WEARE NOT STUDYING WHITE PEOPLE WE ARE

STUDYING THE PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES AND IT IS NOT MY FAULT THAT THEY ALL HAPPEN TO BE

WHITE WHITE SUPREMACY IS THE TIDE THAT DIRECTS THE FLOW OF OUR THOUGHTS IT DOES NOT

REQUIRE US TO GO OUT OF OURWAY TO BE RACIST IT JUST REQUIRES THAT WEGO WITH THE FLOW OF THE

STATUS QUO

MY JOB IN THE COALITION WAS TO TRY AND TALK WITH WHITE PEOPLE ABOUT THIS STUFF WOULD WRITE

ARTICLES AND IDENTIFY MYSELF AS WHITE BECAUSE WHITE STUDENTS WANTED TO SAY THAT THIS WAS JUST

BUNCH OF CRAZY MEXICANS WAS WHITE AND WAS CRAZY TOO

THIS BRINGS US BACK TO THE PICKET LINE IN FRONT OFTHE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING COULD FEEL THE

ANXIETY AND THE TENSION GROWING WAS THE ONLY WHITE PERSON IN THE PICKET LINE WHITE

FRIEND OF MINE WAS COMING WITH ME BUT WHEN HE SAW THE PICKET LINE AND ALL OF THE ANGRY

WHITE STUDENTS HE LEFT BECAUSE HE WAS AFRAID WAS SCARED TOO BY THIS POINT OUR STUDENT

COALITION WHICH HAD ONCE ENJOYED POPULAR SUPPORT WAS BEING ATTACKED FROM ALL SIDES THE

SCHOOL PAPER SLAMMED US FOR HAVING ABANDONED STUDENT DEMANDS FEE HIKES AND TAKING

ON EXCLUSIVE AND DIVISIVE SELFINTEREST DEMANDS CHICANO STUDIES WEHAD LITTLE SUPPORT

FOR OUR PROTEST OUR PICKET LINE WAS ABOUT 30 PEOPLE ASIDE FROM MYSELF ALL LATINAO WE
WERE QUICKLY SURROUNDED BY WHAT SEEMED LIKE HUNDREDS OF WHITE STUDENTS THEY WERE YELLING

AT US GO HOMEAND WERENOT FIGHTING FOR WHITE STUDIES REMEMBER MY SENSE OF

TIME CHANGING LIKE SLOW MOTION AND HEARING STUDENTS SCREAMING AT ME WHAT ARE YOU



DOING WITH THEM DONT YOU KNOWWHAT COLOR YOU ARE YOU FUCKING TRAITOR IT VAS

SURREAL WAS REALLY SCARED BUT KNEWSO STRONGLY THAT WAS ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THI PICKET

LINE

THE PICKET LINE HAS WEIGHED HEAVY ON MY MIND OVER THE YEARS IT MADE ME REALIZE THAT WAS

WHITE AND IT MADE ME QUESTION WHAT BEING WHITE MEANT WHYWERETHOSE STUDENTS FLING

DONT YOU KNOWWHAT COLOR YOU ARE BEGAN TO REALIZE THAT WHITE SUPREMACY IS ALL ABOUT

CREATING AND MAINTAINING RELATIONSHIPS OF POWER BASED ON SKIN COLOR WHITE PRIVILEG IS

GRANTED TO WHITE PEOPLE ON THE BASIS THAT THEY MAINTAIN LOYALTY TO THIS SYSTEM IT DOC NT

REQUIRE BEING AN ACTIVE RACIST PER SE BUT JUST GOING WITH THE FLOW FOR STANDING IN SOLIDARITY

WITH LATINAO STUDENTS WAS BEING CALLED OUT AS TRAITOR FELT MYSELF FEARING PHYSICAL

ATTACK FROM THOSE WHITE STUDENTS NOW WONDER ABOUT THE OTHER PEOPLE WHOWERE THAT

PICKET LINE WAS BEING DENOUNCED FOR ORGANIZING WITH LATINAO STUDENTS BUT STILL HAVE NO

WAY OF UNDERSTANDING WHAT IT WAS LIKE FOR THEM FOR ME IT WAS EXPERIENCING THE REALTY OF

RACISM IN MY FACE DAVID ROJAS MY CHICANO NATIONALIST MENTOR BROKE THE SITUATION DOWN

AND SAID THIS IS WHAT HAPPENS TO US ALL OF THE TIME THAT PICKET LINE THAT EXPERIENCE OF

STRUGGLING FOR ETHNIC STUDIES OF STRUGGLING FOR RACIAL JUSTICE IN WHITE SUPREMACIST CIETY

WAS CATALYST THAT CHANGEDMY LIFE

PART TWO MOVEMENTBUILDING AND CHALLENGING WHITE SUPREMACY

WE SHUT DOWNTHE WTO COULD HARDLY BELIEVE IT WHENTHE NEWS WAS SPREAD VIA

MESSENGERS AND MOBILE PHONES OURBLOCKADES OUR CREATIVE RESISTANCE OUR COMMI TO

THE EARTH AND TO JUSTICE HAD STOPPED THE WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION NOVEMBER3O 1999

WAS ALSO DAY THAT CHANGEDMY LIFE WENT TO SEATTLE AND JOINED WITH MY AFFINITY GR UP OF

MOSTLY SAN FRANCISCO FOODNOT BOMBERS AFTER YEARS OF USING CONSENSUS DECISION IAKING

PRACTICING CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE AND UTILIZING DIRECT ACTION IT WAS AMAZING TO SEE IT COM

TOGETHER ON SUCH MASS SCALE IN SEATTLE

SHORTLY THEREAFTER READ THE ESSAY BY ELIZABETH BETITA MARTINEZ WHERE WAS THE COLOR IN

SEATTLE LOOKING FOR REASONS WHY THE GREAT BATTLE WAS SO WHITE MARTINEZS ESSAY STRACK

CHORDWITH ME FOR YEARS HAD STUDIED HOWRACE CLASS AND GENDER HAVE PLAYED OUT IN SOCIAL

MOVEMENTS THROUGHOUT HISTORY RACISM AND SEXISM HAVE NARROWEDAND UNDERMINED THE

LABOR MOVEMENT WHITE WOMENSUFFRAGISTS OF THE LATE 800S UTILIZED RACISM TO SECURE THE

VOTE FOR WHITE WOMENTHE SEXISM OFTHE ANTIWAR STUDENT MOVEMENTCATALYZED THE FEMINIST

MOVEMENT THIS HISTORY IS VAST AND FULL OF RACISM AND OTHER FORMS OF OPPRESSION

UNDERMINING MOVEMENTS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE WHEN READ THIS HISTORY WOULD THINK BOUT

ORGANIZING TODAY AND HOWTO ACTIVELY CHALLENGE THESE BARRIERS AND OBSTACLES TO MOVE IENT

BUILDING WHENBETITA CALLED OUT THE WAYS THAT RACISM OPERATED IN SEATTLE WAS FLO CD

THIS IS HOWDIFFICULT IT IS TO SEE AND DECONSTRUCT RACISM AND THE COMPLEX WAYTHAT TE

PRIVILEGE OPERATES

AFTER SEATTLE SPENT LOT OF TIME TRYING TO FIGURE OUT WHERE TO GO HAD SPENT THE REVIOUS

EIGHT YEARS WORKING PRIMARILY WITH FOOD NOT BOMBS FOR TWO YEARS
HAD BEEN FOC SING

MORE ON DEVELOPING AS WRITER MY OVERALL GOAL WITH BOTH WRITING AND ORGANIZING TO

BRIDGE RACE CLASS AND GENDER ANALYSIS OF POWER WITH ANARCHIST THEORY AND PRACTICE II THE

MIDDLE OF TRYING TO MAKE SENSE OF WHAT DIRECTION TO MOVE IN HAD DREAM



IT WAS DREAM ABOUT POWER AND THE EFFECTS OF INTERNALIZED SUPERIORITY ON MY MIND THE
EFFECT THAT WHITE PRIVILEGE HAS ON WHITE PEOPLE IS DEVELOPED SENSE OF INTERNALIZED

SUPERIORITY OVER PEOPLE OF COLOR IT NEED NOT BE CONSCIOUS NOR SPOKEN OF DIRECTLY RATHER IT IS

THE FRAMEWORKOF THOUGHT THAT WHITE SUPREMACY DEVELOPS IN PEOPLE IT IS RELATED TO THE WAY

THAT MALE PRIVILEGE GENERATES SENSE OF MALE SUPERIORITY OVER WOMEN SO GUYS CAN ARGUE THAT

MEN AND WOMENARE EQUAL BUT STILL DEFINE REALITY THROUGH THE PERSPECTIVE OF MALE PRIVILEGE

IE ITS NOT MY FAULT THAT MOST OF THE GOOD BOOKS OUT THERE ARE WRITTEN BY MEN AND THAT MEN
DO THE MOST RADICAL ACTIVISM

MY DREAM WAS OF PARTY PARTY OF MY FRIENDS WAS THE ONLY WHITE MALE MIDDLE CLASS

AND MOSTLY HETEROSEXUAL PERSON AT THE PARTY THERE WEREWOMENOF COLOR TRANSGENDERED

MEN AND WOMENAND QUEERS OLDER PEOPLE AND WORKING CLASS PEOPLE AND ME IN THE DREAM

THERE WERETWO LINES OF THOUGHT GOING THROUGH MY HEAD THE FIRST WAS STRAIGHT UP WHITE

SUPREMACY PATRIARCHY HETEROSEXISM AND IT WAS TEJLING ME THAT MY FRIENDS WERENOT GOOD

ENOUGH AS PEOPLE NOT AS FRIENDS EVERY IMAGINABLE HATE WORD FLOODED MY MIND THIS

CALM YET STEM VOICE JUST REPEATED YOU KNOWTHAT THESE PEOPLE ARE INFERIOR YOU JUST CANT

ADMIT IT

THE OTHER LINE OF THOUGHT WAS THAT EGALITARIAN RELATIONSHIPS OF POWER AND RESPECT WEREBOTH

NECESSARY AND RIGHT THAT THESE WEREMY FRIENDS PEOPLE WHO CARE ABOUT PEOPLE WHO AM

LUCKY TO HAVE IN MY LIFE WHEN THOUGHT ABOUT THIS ABOUT MUTUAL RESPECT AND BASIC EQUALITY

MY EYES DULLED AND MY JAW DROPPED AND IN MY DREAM TURNED INTO WHAT LOOKED LIKE

ZOMBIE WHENMY THOUGHTS RETURNED TO THE INHERENT DEFICIENCIES OF MY FRIENDS MY EYES

BECAME CLEAR AND OVER AND OVER AGAIN HEARD THAT VOICE NOWYOU ARE FACING THE TRUTH

WOKEUP DRENCHED IN SWEAT TRYING TO CATCH MY BREATH

SPENT SEVERAL DAYS TRYING TO MAKE SENSE OF THAT DREAM OF THAT NIGHTMARE KEPT THINKING

ABOUT CONSCIOUSNESS AND ABOUT HOWRACE CLASS AND GENDER OPPRESSION CREATE BOTH

INTERNALIZED INFERIORITY AND INTERNALIZED SUPERIORITY TO OPPOSE RACISM ONE MUST ALSO WORK

TO UNDERMINE THE IMPACT RACISM HAS ON ONES WAY OF SEEING AND BEING IN THE WORLD WHITE

PRIVILEGE FUNCTIONS IN THIS WAY TO BOTH CONCEAL AND PERPETUATE RACISM IT IS NOT THAT YOU ARE

WORSETHAN ME ITS JUST THAT IM BETTER THAN YOU MY DREAM WAS ABOUT FACING THE TRUTH OF

HOWDOMINATION DISTORTS AND DISFIGURES ONES HUMANITY IT LED ME TO START WRITING ABOUT AND

THINKING MUCH MOREABOUT THE PROCESS OF DECOLONIZATION FOR THOSE WHOHAVE BEEN SOCIALIZED

TO BE IN POSITIONS OF PRIVILEGE FOR YEARS IVE LOOKED TO THE WRITINGS OF WOMENOF COLOR

FEMINISTS LIKE BARBARA SMITH BELL HOOKS GLORIA ANZALDUA PATRICIA HILL COLLINS ELIZABETH

BETITA MARTINEZ ANNETTE JAIMES KARIN AGUILARSAN JUAN CHINOSOLE MINOO MOALLEM
AUDRE LORDE CHERRIE MORAGA AND ANGELA DAVIS TO LEARN FROM TO GAIN WISDOM AND FIND

INSPIRATION AND GUIDANCE BEGAN STRU WITH HOWTO USE THE CONCEPTS TOOLS INSIGHTS

ANALYSIS AND PERSPECTIVES TO UNDERMINE INTERNALIZED WHITE SUPERIORITY UNMASK WHITE

PRIVILEGE AND WALK THE PATHS TOWARD HEALING AND HEALTHY HUMANITY THE QUESTION HAS BEEN

WHAT DOES ANTIRACIST WORK LOOK LIKE FOR WHITE PEOPLE AND HOWDO WE DO IT

HAD BEEN GOING TO AN ANTIRACISM STUDY GROUP FOR ABOUT SIX MONTHS SHARON MARTINAS OF

THE CHALLENGING WHITE SUPREMACY WORKSHOP PUT THE STUDY GROUP TOGETHER IT WAS MOSTLY

WHITE STUDY GROUPLOOKING AT ANTIRACISM ORGANIZING IN PREDOMINATELY WHITE COMMUNITIES

MY FAVORITE THINGS ABOUT THE IT WAS THAT IT WAS MULTIGENERATIONAL AND THAT WE WEREOF MULTIPLE

POLITICAL PERSPECTIVES FEMINIST MARXIST ANTIIMPERIALIST ANDOR ANARCHIST



SHARON MARTINAS HAS BEEN DOING ANTIRACISM WORKSHOPSAND TRAININGS IN THE BAY AREA FOR TEN

YEARS THE CHALLENGING WHITE SUPREMACY WORKSHOPWAS DESIGNED AS TWO FIFTEEN WEEK LONG

SESSIONS CHALLENGING WHITE SUPREMACY FOR ACTIVISTS AND THEN CWS FOR ORGANIZERS ONE DAY

ON THE WAY BACK FROM STUDY GROUP SESSION SHARON AND STARTED TO DISCUSS PUTTING TOGETHER

WORKSHOP SERIES SPECIFICALLY FOR ORGANIZERS IN THE ANTIGLOBAL CAPITALISM MOVEMENT BOTH

SHARON AND WERE DEEPLY INSPIRED BY ELIZABETH BETITA MARTINEZS ESSAY WHERE WAS THE

COLOR IN SEATTLE AND SO WE BEGAN PUTTING TOGETHER WORKSHOP CALLED BEYOND THE WHITENESS

IN SEATTLE CHALLENGING WHITE SUPREMACY IN THE MOVEMENTS AGAINST GLOBAL CAPITALISM

THE WORKSHOP WOULD BE IN FOUR PARTS WEMET ON TUESDAY NIGHTS DURING THE SUMMER

LEADING UP TO THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION IN LOS ANGELES WE UTILIZED ROLE PLAYS

HOMEWORKSMALL GROUP EXERCISES PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS TO LOOK AT HOWWHITE

SUPREMACY IMPACTS OUR WORK WE BROKE DOWNWHITE SUPREMACY INTO BOTH RACIAL OPPRESSION

AGAINST COMMUNITIES OF COLOR AND WHITE PRIVILEGE THAT EFFECTS WHITE COMMUNITIES WHITE

PRIVILEGE AND RACIAL OPPRESSIONS ARE TWO SIDES OF THE SAME COIN THEY BOTH MAINTAIN

SYSTEMATIC INEQUALITY THAT PUNISHES THE MAJORITY OF THE PLANET AND ITS INHABITANTS IN THE

SERVICE OF PROFIT AND POWER IN THE WORKSHOP WE STRESS THE IMPORTANCE OF OVERCOMING

FEELINGS OF GUILT AROUNDRACISM AND THE NEED FOR ACTION BASED ON THE GUIDELINE THAT NONRULING

CLASS WHITES ARE BOTH PRIVILEGED AND OPPRESSED

WAS REALLY NERVOUS DOING THIS FIRST SESSION OF WORKSHOPS HAVING BEEN ONE OF THE FEW

WHITE PEOPLE IN ETHNIC STUDIES COURSES AND OFTEN TIMES ONE OF THE ONLY MEN IN WOMEN
STUDIES CLASSES WAS USED TO HAVING PEOPLE QUESTION MY MOTIVATIONS AND INTENTIONS WAS

USED TO PEOPLE WONDERING WHAT THE HELL IS THAT WHITE GUY DOING HERE BUT WAS NERVOUS

ABOUT HOWPEOPLE WOULD REACT TO WHATTHE HELL IS THIS WHITE GUY DOING COTRAINING COURSE

ON ANTIRACISM KNOWTHAT PEOPLE ARE THINKING THIS AND FRANKLY ID BE KIND OFWORRIED IF

NO ONE DID FACING CONTRADICTIONS FACING DIFFICULT SITUATIONS THAT MAKE YOU FEEL AWKWARD AND

VULNERABLE IS THE ONLY WAY TO DO THIS WORK

LUCKILY WAS IN THE COMPANY OF TWO MENTORSWHILE DOING THIS WORKSHOP SERIES SHARON

MARTINAS WHO WAS COTRAINING WITH AND WHO IS AN INCREDIBLE EDUCATOR AND ORGANIZER AND

ROXANNE DUNBARORTIZ WHOSE HOUSE WE WERE USING FOR THE WORKSHOP ROXANNE IS LONG

TIME RADICAL HISTORIAN AND AUTHOR WHOHAS SPENT YEARS DOING ANTIRACIST WORK SHE STARTED

GROUP CALLED CELL 16 IN THE LATE SIXTIES THAT HELPED LAUNCH THE WOMENSLIBERATION MOVEMENT

SHE HAS BEEN DOING SOLIDARITY WORK WITH INDIGENOUS GROUPS RESISTING THE UNITED STATES AND

SHE HAS BEEN RESEARCHING AND WRITING ABOUT THE IMPACT OF WHITE SUPREMACY PATRIARCHY AND

CAPITALISM ON WHITE PEOPLE WAS GLAD WEWERE MEETING AT ROXANNES HOUSE AS IT WAS

ROXANNE WHOCONVINCED ME TO GO TO SEATTLE AND BOUGHT ME PLANE TICKET SHE TOLD ME THAT

IT WOULD CHANGE MY LIFE THAT ALL OF THE YEARS OF DAYTODAY ORGANIZING WOULD MANIFEST ON THE

STREETS AND THAT NEEDED TO BE THERE SHE WAS RIGHT SO THERE WE WEREDOING AN ANTIRACISM

TRAINING AT HER HOUSE PREPARING FOR THE DNC IN LA

GOING TO THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION IN LA WAS POWERFUL EXPERIENCE AND IT

RECONFIRMED FOR ME THE IMPORTANCE OF WHITE PEOPLE DOING ANTIRACIST WORK THE WORKSHOPS

THAT SHARON AND DO ARE DIRECTED PRIMARILY AT OTHER WHITE ACTIVISTS AND ACTIVISTS OF COLOR ARE

ALWAYS WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE WEDO THIS BECAUSE WE BELIEVE THAT WHITE RADICALS HAVE

RESPONSIBILITY TO TALK ABOUT AND WORK ON RACISM WITH WHITE PEOPLE THAT IT IS NOT THE



RESPONSIBILITY OF ACTIVISTS OF COLOR TO SCHOOL WHITE PEOPLE IN LOS ANGELES THERE WAS AMAZING

ORGANIZING HAPPENING THAT ACTIVELY COMBINED INTERNATIONAL ISSUES OF GLOBAL CAPITALISM WITH

LOCAL STRUGGLES FOR JUSTICE MANY OF THE LOCAL STRUGGLES WERE LED BY ORGANIZATIONS OF COLOR

THERE WAS LOT OF CONFUSION AND DEBATE ABOUT HOWTHE ACTIONS IN LA WCNT DOWN WHY
WERE THERE LEGALLY PERMITTED MARCHES WHY WERENT PEOPLE DOING MASSIVE CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

THIS BROUGHT ME BACK TO THINKING ABOUT THE PROTESTS FOR ETHNIC STUDIES IN ORANGE COUNTY
THAT ACTION TAKEN BY PEOPLE OF COLOR IS DIFFERENT THAN WHAT WHITE ACTIVISTS GENERALLY DO THE
STAKES ARE HIGHER AND CALLS FOR JUSTICE IN COMMUNITIES OF COLOR FUNDAMENTALLY CHALLENGE THE

LOGIC OFWHITE SUPREMACY THAT SAYS THAT PEOPLE OF COLOR DO NOT DESERVE JUSTICE SAW HOW

IMPORTANT IT WAS FOR WHITE ANTIRACISTS TO TALK WITH OTHER WHITE ACTIVISTS ABOUT THIS IN LA AND

IT IS ONE OF THE REASONS WHY CONTINUE DOING THE WORKSHOPS HERE IN SAN FRANCISCO

SINCE THE FOUR PART WORKSHOP SERIES SHARON AND PUT TOGETHER SIX PARTER OF BEYOND THE

WHITENESS AND IVE DONE ABOUT HALFDOZEN ONE TIMERS FOR SCHOOLS AND CONFERENCES THE

WORKSHOPS HAVE BEEN REALLY SUCCESSFUL IN TERMS OF GETTING PEOPLE EXCITED ABOUT THIS WORK

AND DEVELOPING USEFUL SKILLS AND ANALYSIS OUT OF THE LAST WORKSHOP SERIES AN ONGOING
DISCUSSION GROUP DISCO GROUP FORMED THE DISCO GROUPS GOALS ARE TO FORM COMMUNITY OF

LEARNING TO HAVE PEER GROUP OF ORGANIZERS TO LOOK AT HOWTO INCORPORATE ANTIRACISM INTO

OUT PROJECTS GROUPS AND CAMPAIGNS AND TO TRAIN PEOPLE TO DO WORKSHOPSTHEMSELVES

CREATING AGENDA EXERCIES TIMING DISCUSSIONS CREATING EMPOWERING GROUPDYNAMICS ETC
THE DISCO GROUP IS ALSO HELPING TO DEVELOP COMMUNITY OF ANTIRACIST ACTIVISTS

ONE OF THE TACTICS UTILIZED IN THE WORKSHOP THAT HAS BEEN EXTREMELY USEFUL FOR MYSELF AND

OTHERS IS THE EACH ONE TEACH ONEMODEL BASICALLY SHARON AND MEET WITH PEOPLE ONE ON

ONE AND TALK ABOUT ANTIRACISM ABOUT PEOPLES ORGANIZING PROJECTS AND OFFER FEEDBACK AND

HELP WHEN USEFUL IT WAS USED EXTENSIVELY IN THE SOUTHERN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENTAS WAY
TO NOT ONLY TEACH PEOPLE AND BRING THEM INTO THE MOVEMENT BUT ALSO AS PROCESS OF

DEVELOPING RELATIONSHIPS TRUST AND RESPECT FOR ME THIS IS AN EXTREMELY HELPFUL WAY FOR US

TO GROWAS MOVEMENT AND FOR US TO DEEPEN THE WORK THAT WE DO MASS ACTIONS AND MASS

MOBILIZATIONS ARE NECESSARY BUT WE ALSO NEED TO DO THE DAYTODAYWORKOF SHARING SKILLS AND

BUILDING OUR CAPACITIES AS ORGANIZERS AND RADICALS THATS ONE OF THE BIGGEST LESSONS OF

SEATTLE FOR ME THAT ITS NOT JUST ABOUT LARGE NUMBERS OFPEOPLE BUT THAT WE ARE ALL ACTIVE

PARTICIPANTS IN THE MOVEMENT

OUR STRATEGY AS CHALLENGING WHITE SUPREMACY CWSIS TO DO ANTIRACIST TRAINING AND

ORGANIZING SPECIFICALLY WITH PREDOMINATELY WHITE GRASSROOTS SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS WE ALSO

BELIEVE THAT MULTIRACIAL ANTIRACIST ALLIANCE BUILDING IS AT THE CORE OF DOING THIS WORK OUR
FOCUS ON ANTIRACISM WITH OTHER WHITE PEOPLE IS PART OF LONG STRATEGY OFWORKING TOWARDS

MULTIRACIAL ANTIRACIST MOVEMENT TO OPPOSE CAPITALISM WHITE SUPREMACY PATRIARCHY AND

HETEROSEXISM

TO FURTHER THIS LONGTERM STRATEGY SEVERAL PEOPLE STARTED UP GRASSROOTS NETWORKCALLED

COLOURS OF RESISTANCE COR HELEN LUU PAULINE HWANG AND MYSELF TALKED FOR ABOUT SIX

MONTHS ABOUT WANTING TO SEE STRONGER COMMITMENT IN THE ANTIGLOBAL CAPITALISM MOVEMENT
TO ANTIRACIST AND MULTIRACIAL POLITICS WE DRAFTED UP STATEMENT OF COR LAUNCHED

WEBPAGE STARTED UP AN EMAIL DISCUSSION GROUP AND WE ARE ALL INVOLVED IN LOCAL WORK THAT

REFLECTS OUR POLITICS THE IDEA BEHIND COR ORGANIZERS OF COLOR WANTING TO WORK IN

COMMUNITIES OF COLOR AROUND THESE ISSUES AND WANTING TO KNOW THAT WHITE ANTIRACISTS WOULD



BE DOING ANTIRACISM WORK WITH PREDOMINATELY WHITE GROUPS WITH THE GOAL OF US ALL COMING

TOGETHER TO FIGHT THE MAN THAT IS THE BASIC STRATEGY OF COR AS IT IS WITH CWS COR

PROVIDES WAY FOR RADICALS OF COLOR AND WHITE RADICALS TO SHARE IDEAS STORIES REFLECTIONS

RESOURCES AND BUILD ALLIANCES THROUGH RESPECT TRUST AND FRIENDSHIP WHILE COR IS RELATIVELY

SMALL GROUPOF PEOPLE COUPLE DOZEN OUR GOAL IS NOT RELATED TO NUMBERS BUT RATHER

PUBLICIZING OUR STRATEGY AND PUTTING ANTIRACIST MULTIRACIAL POLITICS OUT INTO THE BROADER

MOVEMENT SO WHILE IM DOING WORKSHOPS AND TRAININGS OTHER COR FOLKS ARE DOING WORK

LIKE TEACHINS AND EDUCATIONAL WORKON THE IMPACT OF GLOBAL CAPITALISM ON COMMUNITIES OF

COLOR AND RESISTANCE FROM COMMUNITIES OF COLOR TO GLOBAL CAPITALISM DOING ALLIANCEBUILDING

WORK IS CRITICAL FOR WHITE ANTIRACISTS AS WHITE ACTIVISTS CANNOT AND SHOULD NOT DO THIS WORK

ALONE

SO WHY DO DO ANTIRACIST WORK AND WHY IS IT SUCH PRIORITY WELL LET ME TELL YOU ONE MORE

STORY WHEN WAS IN HIGH SCHOOL WORKED WITH GROUP CALLED THE UNITED ANARCHIST FRONT

WE PUT OUT FLYERS AN UNDERGROUNDNEWSPAPER AND ORGANIZED ACTIONS WE DID REALLY COOL

WORK AND IT WAS FUN BUT WE WOULD ALWAYS TALK ABOUT HOWAPATHETIC THE SCHOOL WAS AND HOW

GREAT IT WOULD BE TO WORK WITH OTHER PEOPLE YEARS LATER WAS LOOKING AT COPY OF OUR HIGH

SCHOOL NEWSPAPER WROTE REGULAR COLUMN CALLED LOVE AND RAGE NAMED AFTER THE

ANARCHIST PAPER OUT OF NEWYORK CITY ABOUT ACTIVISM AND POLITICS RIGHT NEXT TO MY COLUMN

WAS GUEST EDITORIAL WRITTEN BY THREE LATINA WOMENPROTESTING THAT LACK OF COVERAGE OF THE

LATINO STUDENT POPULATION THEY ALSO CALLED ATTENTION TO THE LACK OF COVERAGE IN THE

YEARBOOKS THE SCHOOL VIDEOS AND THE OVERALL DISINTEREST SHOWN BY WHITE STUDENTS IN ACTIVITIES

ORGANIZED BY THE SPANISH LANGUAGE CLUB EXPANDED HORIZONS HERE WERE STUDENTS THAT WERE

ANGRY AND READY TO TAKE ACTION ABOUT ISSUES IMPACTING THEM ON THE CAMPUS

DONT EVEN REMEMBER READING THAT COLUMN IN HIGH SCHOOL LET ALONE THINKING THAT OUR GROUP

SHOULD HOOK UP WITH THEM THEIR ISSUES OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE AND REPRESENTATION DIDNT

REGISTER FOR ME THEIR ISSUES WERENT RADICAL AS WOULD HAVE DEFINED THEM IN HIGH SCHOOL

THIS IS AN EXAMPLE OFHOWWHITE PRIVILEGE BLINDS WHITE PEOPLE AND HURTS THE ABILITY OF WHITE

RADICALS TO ACT REMEMBER ONCE WE THOUGHT ABOUT TRANSLATING ONE OF OUR FLYERS INTO

SPANISH BUT WE CERTAINLY DIDNT THINK THAT WE MIGHT HAVE SOMETHING TO LEARN FROM THOSE

STUDENTS ABOUT CONDITIONS IN THE SCHOOL ABOUT RACISM ON CAMPUS AND ABOUT WHAT ISSUES TO

ORGANIZE AROUND HOWRADICAL WOULD THAT HAVE BEEN IF GROUP OFWHITE HIGH SCHOOLERS

WORKED IN SOLIDARITY WITH GROUP OFLATINAO HIGH SCHOOLERS TO DEMAND AN END TO RACISM ON

CAMPUS IN STATE LIKE CALIFORNIA WHERE MAJORITY OF VOTERS HAVE PASSED ANTIIMMIGRANT

RIGHTS AND ANTIBILINGUAL EDUCATION MEASURES SUCH SOLIDARITY AND ANTIRACIST ACTIVISM IS CRITICAL

DOING ANTIRACIST WORK DOESNT MEAN THAT WE NO LONGER MAKE MISTAKES BUT RATHER THAT WE ARE

COMMITTED TO DOING THIS WORK EVEN THOUGH WE WILL MAKE MISTAKES IM DOING ANTIRACIST

ORGANIZING BECAUSE HAVE HOPE FOR OUR ABILITIES TO MAKE HISTORY AND TRANSFORM THIS SOCIETY

HAVE HOPE BECAUSE THERE IS RADICAL VISION OF LOVE AT THE HEART OFOUR MOVEMENTAND IT IS

GROWING THERE IS LONG HISTORY OF WHITE SUPREMACY UNDERMINING MOVEMENTSBUT TOGETHER

WE CAN MAKE ANTIRACISM CATALYST FOR BUILDING OURS OUR MOVEMENTIS BUILT DAY BY DAY

WITH VISIONS OF THE WORLDWE WANT SEVEN GENERATIONS DOWNTHE LINE
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