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GLOSSARY OF SOME TERMS
USED IN CWS WORKSHOPS

ACCOUNTABILITY

THE PEOPLES INSTITUTE FOR SURVIVAL AND BEYOND AN ANTIRACIST TRAINING

ORGANIZATION BASED IN NEW ORLEANS DEFINES ACCOUNTABILITY AS

ACCOUNTABILITY IS POSITION BY WHICH ONE WILL BE HELD IN CHECK OR

ACCOUNT FOR ONES DECISIONS AND ACTIONS THE ACCEPTANCE OF ROLE

FITS WITHIN CULTURAL POLITICAL AND SOCIAL PERSPECTIVE THAT LEADS TO THE

LIBERATION OF PEOPLES OF COLOR FROM RACISM OPPRESSION AND CULTURAL

SUBORDINATION IT REQUIRES COMMITMENT TO THE VISION OF AFRICAN

AMERICANS AND OTHER OPPRESSED PEOPLES TO ASSUME SELFDETERMINATION

OVER THOSE AREAS DEEMED BY THEM TO DIRECTLY AFFECT THEIR LIVES

ACCOUNTABILIW AS OWSCONCEPT IS ADAPTED FROM THE WORKOF BOTH EUROPEAN

DESCENT WHITE ANTIRACIST GROUP IN NEWORLEANS THAT WORKS IN ALLIANCE WITH THE

PEOPLES INSTITUTE FOR SURVIVAL AND BEYOND AND SPARC SPARKING ANTIRACIST

COLLABORATION BOSTONBASED WHITE ANTIRACIST TRAINING AND ORGANIZING GROUP
IT INCLUDES SEVERAL ASPECTS BUT THE KEY THEME IS COMMITMENT

COMMITMENT AMONG GROUP OF WHITE ANTIRACIST ACTIVISTS TO TAKE STAND

AGAINST RACISM IN BOTH PERSONAL AND PUBLIC LIVES TO BEING HONEST TRUSTING RESPECTFUL

AND CARING OF EACH OTHER TO SUPPORTING EACH OTHER ON THEIR ANTIRACIST PATHS

COMMITMENT TO SUPPORT AND RESPECT THE GROUP BY COMING TO MEETINGS

REGULARLY CARRYING OUT ASSIGNED TASKS BRINGING IN NEW MEMBERS AND WORKING TO

MAINTAIN THE GROUPS INTEGRITY

WITH OTHER WHITE PEOPLE TO WORK RESPECTFULLY TO CHALLENGE RACISM PROMOTE

ANTIRACIST CULTURE AND NETWORKS
WITH PEOPLE OF COLOR TO ACCEPT LEADERSHIP OF PEOPLE OF COLOR WHILE DEFINING

WITHIN THE ALLIED GROUP WHAT PRECISELY ACCEPTING LEADERSHIP MIGHT MEAN
FROM SPARC COMES THE BELIEF IN THE SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITY OF WHITE ACTIVISTS

TO CHALLENGE RACISM OF OTHER WHITE PEOPLE AND TO DO ANTIRACIST ORGANIZING WITHIN

DIFFERENT WHITE COMMUNITIES SPARC FOCUSES ON THE INTERSECTIONS OF RACISM AND OTHER

OPPRESSIONS ESPECIALLY CLASS AND THE ACCOUNTABILITY NECESSARY TO RESPECTFULLY DEAL

WITH THE BARRIERS TO ANTIRACIST COLLABORATION WITHIN DIFFERENT WHITE COMMUNITIES

CWS WORKSHOPS SERVE AS LABORATORIES FOR PARTICIPANTS TO LEARN TO PRACTICE

ACCOUNTABLE BEHAVIOR TOWARD EACH OTHER TOWARD THE WORKSHOP AS WHOLE AND TOWARD

THE GRASSROOTS COMMUNITIES IN WHICH ACTIVISTS WILL BE WORKING ACCOUNTABILITY CAN BE

DEMONSTRATED BY SMALL ACTIONS LIKE COMING TO THE WORKSHOP ON TIME AND DOING THE

HOMEWORK TO LONG TERM PRINCIPLED PRACTICE IN PARTICULAR GRASSROOTS COMMUNITY



ALLIANCES

ALLIANCES ARE LONG TERM RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN TWO OR MORE INDIVIDUALS OR

ORGANIZATIONS THEY ARE USUALLY BASED ON DEVELOPING RESPECTFUL AND TRUSTING

RELATIONSHIPS POLITICALLY AND OFTEN PERSONALLY AS WELL AS SHARED POLITICAL VISIONS AND

STRATEGIES MULTIRACIAL ALLIANCES ARE VERY VERY DIFFICULT TO CREATE AND MAINTAIN

ALLIES

ALLIES ARE THOSE WHO KNOWAND HAVE YOUR BEST INTEREST AT HEART AND ACT OR

BEHAVE IN SUCH WAY THAT PROTECTS THOSE INTERESTS AN ALLY IS SOMEONE WHOHAS YOUR
BACK AN ALLY DOES NOT

HAVE TO SHARE IN YOUR OPPRESSION TO DENOUNCE IT UNDERSTAND ITS DAMAGES
WORK TO END IT

REQUIRE YOU BE PRESENT IN ORDER TO CONFRONT THE ISSUES THAT RESTRICT YOUR
FREEDOM SUCH AS RACIST OR SEXIST JOKES UNEQUAL HIRING PRACTICES ETC
REQUIRE THANKS OR APPRECIATION FOR THEIR ACTIONS TOWARDS JUSTICE AN ALLY IS AN

ALLY BECAUSE SHEHE BELIEVES IN EQUALITY NOT BECAUSE SHEHE WANTS TO MAKE
FRIENDS BE POPULAR OR BE PERCEIVED AS POLITICALLY ASTUTE

NEED TO LIKE YOU OR BE YOUR FRIEND IN ORDER TO BE YOUR ALLY AGAIN THE JUSTICE

THING HERE DEFINITION BY BREATHING FIRE PRODUCTIONS SF 1997

ANALYZING AND ORGANIZING WITH AN ANTIRACIST LENS

ANALYZING WITH AN ANTIRACIST LENS MEANS TO EXAMINE EVERY SITUATION EVENT

RELATIONSHIP STORY INSTITUTION CULTURE BELIEF ETC TO UNDERSTAND HOWTHE DYNAMICS OF

RACIALNATIONAL OPPRESSION AND WHITE PRIVILEGE WORK IN THAT INSTANCE

ANALYZING WITH AN ANTIRACIST LENS MEANS TO UNDERSTAND THE INTERRELATIONSHIPS

BETWEEN THE WHITE SUPREMACY SYSTEM AND THE OTHER MAJOR SYSTEMS OF OPPRESSION
CAPITALISM AND IMPERIALISM PATRIARCHY AND HETEROSEXISM AND THE SYSTEMIC VIOLENCE OF

THE STATE FROM THE PERSPECTIVE THAT PEOPLE OF COLOR WILL ALWAYS BE AFFECTED DIFFERENTLY BY
THESE SYSTEMS THAN NONRULING CLASS WHITE PEOPLE

BECAUSE OF THE IMPACT OF THE WHITE SUPREMACY SYSTEM ON OTHER SYSTEMS OF

OPPRESSION PEOPLE OF COLOR WILL BE HURT FIRST HARDEST AND LONGEST BY ALL SYSTEMS OF

OPPRESSION NONRULING CLASS WHITES WILL BE IMPACTED NEGATIVELY BY OTHER SYSTEMS OF

OPPRESSION BUT AT THE SAME TIME THEY WILL BENEFIT IN SOME WAY MATERIAL

PSYCHOLOGICAL POLITICAL OR CULTURAL BY THE STRUCTURES OF WHITE PRIVILEGE AFFIRMATIVE

ACTION AND EXEMPTION FROM RACIAL OPPRESSION IN THE WHITE SUPREMACY SYSTEM

ORGANIZING WITH AN ANTIRACIST LENS MEANS THAT ANTIRACIST ORGANIZERS NEED TO

BASE THEIR STRATEGIES ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT BECAUSE NONRULING CLASS WHITES

INCLUDING WHITE SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS ARE BOTH OPPRESSED AND PRIVILEGED THEIR

RESISTANCE TO OPPRESSION AND ALL OF THEIR SOCIAL JUSTICE WORK IS LIKELY TO BE BUNDLE



OF CONTRADICTIONS WHITE ACTIVISTS WILL USUALLY CHALLENGE THEIR OPPRESSION OR TRY TO DO
SOCIAL JUSTICE WORK WHILE MARGINALIZING OR IGNORING STRUGGLES FOR RACIAL JUSTICE

ORGANIZING WITH AN ANTIRACIST LENS THEREFORE INVOLVES FIGURING OUT HOWTO

CONVINCE NONRULING CLASS WHITE ACTIVISTS THAT THE LONG TERM BENEFITS OF FIGHTING FOR

RACIAL JUSTICE AND CHALLENGING WHITE PRIVILEGE OUTWEIGH THE SHORT TERM COSTS OF DOING
THIS DIFFICULT WORK

THE CONCEPT OF ANALYZING WITH AN ANTIRACIST LENS WAS CREATED BY ENID LEE
AN AFRICANAMERICAN ANTIRACIST TRAINER IN HER ESSAY LOOKING THROUGH AN ANTIRACIST

LENS IN BEYOND HEROES AND HOLIDAYS PRACTICAL GUIDE TO KI ANTIRACIST
MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION AND STAFF DEVELOPMENT EDITED BY ENID LEE DEBORAH MENKART
AND MARGO OKAZAWAREY WASHINGTON DC NETWORKOF EDUCATORS ON THE AMERICAS
1998 PP 402404 NECA P0 BOX 73038 WASHINGTON DC 20056
PHONE 2022382379 EMAIL NECADCAOL COM

ANTIRACIST ACTIVIST AND ORGANIZER

AN ANTIRACIST ACTIVIST IS PERSON WHO IS DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT RACISM WHO
TAKES ACTION TO EXPRESS THAT CONCERN AND FOR WHOMTAKING ACTION BECOMES WAY OF

LIFE AN ANTIRACIST ORGANIZER IS AN ACTIVIST WHO MOTIVATES AND EDUCATES OTHERS TO

BECOME ANTIRACIST ACTIVISTS WHO ASSISTS THEM IN THEIR EFFORTS TO CHALLENGE RACIAL

INJUSTICE EFFECTIVELY AND WHO HELPS THEM UNDERSTAND THEIR POWER THEIR CAPACITY AS

GROUP OF PEOPLE TO DECIDE WHAT THEY WANT AND TO ACT IN AN ORGANIZED WAY TO GET IT

ANTIRACIST COMMUNITY

SMALL GROUP OF FRIENDS WHOSE COMMONBOND IS THEIR COMMITMENT TO ANTIRACIST

ACTIVISM FOR WHITE SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS THIS KIND OF COMMUNITY IS VITAL SUPPORT
BECAUSE THE ACTIVISTS MAY FIND THAT THEIR PRIMARY SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY DOES NOT

WHOLEHEARTEDLY SUPPORT THEIR ANTIRACIST TRANSFORMATIONAL WORK

ANTIRACIST TOILET TRAINING

ANTIRACIST TOILET TRAINING IS THE NAME CWS GIVES TO GROUP OF EXERCISES AND
METHODS OF CHALLENGING THE WHITE PRIVILEGE BEHAVIOR OF SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS THE
EXERCISES INCLUDE CREATING ANTIRACIST LANGUAGE CREATING ANTIRACIST GROUP
DYNAMICS AND ACTIVE LISTENING ALL THREE ARE INCORPORATED IN THE OWS WORKSHOPS
GUIDELINES

THE CONTROVERSIAL TERM ANTIRACIST TOILET TRAINING REFERS TO THE NECESSITY FOR WHITE
SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS TO CHANGE THE BASIC BEHAVIORS THAT THEY HAVE LEARNED IN THE
WHITE SUPREMACIST SOCIALIZATION PROCESS SO THAT THEY WILL BE ABLE TO WORKRESPECTFULLY IN

MULTIRACIAL GROUPS SOME OF THE NEGATIVE BEHAVIORS THAT OFTEN RESULT IN PEOPLE OF COLOR

LEAVING GROUP WHEN LOTS OF WHITE ACTIVISTS COME INTO IT ARE SPEAKING FIRST OUT OF TURN



AND TOO LONG REFRAINING AN AGENDA RAISED BY PARTICIPANTS OF COLOR TO SUIT WHITE

ACTIVISTS CONCERNS REFUSING TO LISTEN TO OTHERS WHEN THEY SPEAK REMAINING SILENT WHEN

WHITE ACTIVIST SAYS SOMETHING OFFENSIVE TO PARTICIPANTS OF COLOR OR INTERRUPTING

BASE OR CONSTITUENCY

IN COMMUNITY ORGANIZING TERMS CONSTITUENCY IS GROUP OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE

CHARACTERISTICS IN COMMONOTHER THAN WHERE THEY LIVE OR WORKSUCH AS RACE GENDER
ETHNIC BACKGROUND AGE LANGUAGE DIFFERENTIAL PHYSICAL ABILITIES SEXUAL ORIENTATION

RELIGION GENERAL POLITICAL OUTLOOK FOR EXAMPLE THE CONSTITUENCY WHICH CWS
WORKSHOPS AND ORGANIZING PROJECTS ADDRESS IS PREDOMINANTLY WHITE GRASSROOTS SOCIAL

JUSTICE ACTIVISTS ESPECIALLY IN THE BAY AREA WHICH IS THE HOME OF CWS DEFINITION BY
SI KAHN IN ORGANIZING GUIDE FOR GRASSROOTS LEADERS NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

SOCIAL WORKERS 1991 NO PUBLISHING PLACE LISTED PAGE 70

BASE ARE FOLKS IN YOUR CONSTITUENCY WHO ARE ALREADY SOMEWHATINVOLVED

THEYVE COME TO MEETING EVENT OR ACTION FOR EXAMPLE BASE FOR ANTIRACIST

ACTIVISM MIGHT BE SOME PREDOMINANTLY WHITE SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS AT SCHOOL OR IN

COMMUNITY WHO HAVE ALREADY DEMONSTRATED INTEREST BY SUPPORTING RACIAL JUSTICE

EVENT OR ACTION DEFINITION BY SOUL SCHOOL OF UNITY AND UBERATION ORGANIZING 101

FALL 2000 SOUL IS LOCATED AT 1357 FIFTH STREET OAKLAND CA 94607 PHONE 510
4515466 EMAIL SOULSCHOOL HOTMAILCOM

BENEFITCOST ANALYSIS

THE STRUCTURES OF WHITE PRIVILEGE CONFER REAL IF SHORT TERM BENEFITS ON ALL NON

RULING CLASS WHITE PEOPLE INCLUDING SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS IN ORDER FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

ACTIVISTS TO BECOME ANTIRACIST ACTIVISTS THEY WILL NEED TO MAKE SOME DIFFICULT POLITICAL

CHOICES THEY WILL NEED TO LEARN HOW TO

EDUCATE THEIR RELUCTANT COMRADES ABOUT WHY THEY MUST DO THIS WORK
MAKE THE TIME IN THEIR ALREADY HECTIC SCHEDULES FOR THESE DISCUSSIONS

CHANGE THEIR THINKING FROM EITHEROR TO BOTHLAND LOGIC

FIGURE OUT GUIDELINES FOR RESPECTFUL BEHAVIOR DURING THESE DIFFICULT

DIALOGUES

FACE THE POSSIBILITY OF SOME ACTIVISTS LEAVING THEIR GROUPS

REPRIORITIZE THEIR AGENDA TO FRAME THEIR WORK WITH AN ANTIRACIST LENS

THE OWSBENEFITCOST ANALYSIS EXERCISE IS WAY FOR ACTIVISTS TO PREPARE FOR

THIS CHALLENGING WORK IT HELPS PEOPLE THINK ABOUT ALL THE BENEFITS SHORT AND LONG TERM

SPIRITUAL MORAL RELATIONSHIPBUILDING POLITICAL MOVEMENT BUILDING VISIONARY ETC OF

CREATING AN ANTIRACIST AGENDA IN GROUP AS WELL AS ALL THE COSTS THINKING CLEARLY

ABOUT THE PATH AHEAD HELPS PREVENT SOME OF THE FRUSTRATION AND SENSE OF BURN OUT THAT

SOME ACTIVISTS MAY FEEL WHEN THEY EXPERIENCE HOW DIFFICULT AND LONG TERM AS WELL AS

HOW REWARDING AND INSPIRING THIS WORK ACTUALLY IS



WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS THEN ROLE PLAY HAVING DIFFICULT DIALOGUES WITH SOCIAL

JUSTICE ACTIVISTS IN WHICH THE ANTIRACIST ORGANIZER TRIES TO CONVINCE RELUCTANT REFORMER

THAT CREATING AN ANTIRACIST AGENDA IS BOTH PRINCIPLED AND AN EFFECTIVE THING TO DO

CAPITALISM

CAPITALISM IS SYSTEM OF DOMINATION BASED ON CLASS IN WHICH THE RULING CLASS

OWNSAND CONTROLS THE RESOURCES OF THE SOCIETY CAPITALISM CREATES THE WEALTH AND

POWER FOR THE RULING CLASS THROUGH THE EXPLOITATION OF LAND WAGEDAND UNWAGEDLABOR

AND THE OPPRESSION OF NONRULING CLASS PEOPLE

COALITION

COALITION IS NETWORK OF ORGANIZATIONS AND SOMETIMES INDIVIDUALS WHO UNITE

AROUND SPECIFIC COMMONGOAL COALITIONS ARE USUALLY SHORTTERMED FORMATIONS

BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT BASED ON BROADBASED POLITICAL UNITY OF ALL COALITION MEMBERS

DEFINITION BY SOUL ORGANIZING 101 FALL 2000 OP CITED

MULTIRACIAL COALITIONS THAT INVOLVE WHITE SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS ARE DIFFICULT TO

BUILD AND EVEN MORE DIFFICULT TO MAINTAIN BERNICE JOHNSON REAGON FOUNDER OF SWEET

HONEY IN THE ROCK ONCE SAID OF SUCH COALITIONS

YOU DONT GO INTO COALITION BECAUSE YOU LIKE IT THE ONLY REASON YOU
WOULD CONSIDER TRYING TO TEAM UP WITH SOMEBODYWHO COULD POSSIBLY
KILL YOU IS BECAUSE THATS THE ONLY WAY YOU CAN FIGURE YOU CAN STAY ALIVE

QUOTED FROM COALITION POLITICS TURNING THE CENTURY IN RACE CLASS AND
GENDER AN ANTHOLOGY EDITED BY MARGARET ANDERSON AND PATRICIA HILL COLLINS

BELMONT CA WADSWORTH PUBLISHING CO 1992 PAGE 504

COLONIALISM

COLONIALISM IS SYSTEM OF NATIONAL OPPRESSION IN WHICH COLONIZING STATE

MAINTAINS TOTAL ECONOMIC MILITARY POLITICAL AND CULTURAL CONTROL OVER COLONIZED NATION

OR PEOPLE THE PURPOSE OF COLONIALISM IS TO EXTRACT MAXIMUM PROFITS FROM THE COLONIZED

NATION FOR THE COLONIZING STATE

CULTURE

CULTURE IS WAY OF LIFE CULTURE IS PASSED ON FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION

THROUGH INSTITUTIONS GROUPS INTERPERSONAL AND INDIVIDUAL BEHAVIOR CULTURE PROVIDES
THE GLUE WHICH GIVES INSTITUTIONS THEIR LEGITIMACY FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION TO
INDIVIDUALS CULTURE PROVIDES SENSE OF IDENTITY BELONGING PURPOSE AND WORLD VIEW
IN SOCIETY CULTURE PROVIDES THE BASIC VALUES ASSUMPTIONS WAYS OF THINKING STYLES OF

LEARNING LANGUAGE WAYS OF RELATING TO EACH OTHER AND BASIC WORLD VIEW



CFHFLK TO DIANA DUNN OF THE PEOPLES INSTITUTE FOR SURVIVAL AND QEYOND FOR

MOST OF THIS DEFINITION THE PEOPLES INSTITUTE CAN BE REACHED AT 7166 CROWDER BLVD

SUITE 100 NEWORLEANS LA 7012T PHONE 5042417472 FAX 5042417412

EMAIL PISABTHEPEOPLESINSTITUTEORG WEB WWWTHEPEOPLESLFLSTITUTE ORG

CULTURE OF WHITE SUPREMACY WHITE CULTURE

THE CULTURE OF WHITE SUPREMACY IS AN ARTIFICIAL HISTORICALLY CONSTRUCTED CULTURE

WHICH EXPRESSES JUSTIFIES AND BINDS TOGETHER THE UNITED STATES WHITE SUPREMACY

SYSTEM THE CULTURE OF WHITE SUPREMACY PERPETUATES THE BELIEF AND LEGITIMIZES THE

PRACTICE OF TREATING PEOPLE OF COLOR AS INFERIOR AND WHITE PEOPLE AS SUPERIOR

IN THE US THE CULTURE OF WHITE SUPREMACY IS INTERTWINED WITH THE CULTURAL

EXPRESSIONS OF THE OTHER MAJOR SYSTEMS OF OPPRESSION THE GREED COMPETITION AND

INDIVIDUALISM OF CAPITALISM PATRIARCHYS FEAR AND HATRED OF THE POWER OF WOMEN
HISTORICAL CHRISTIANITYS HATRED AND FEAR OF SEXUALITY AND ITS PROTESTANT COMPULSION TO

DIVIDE PEOPLE INTO THE SAVED AND THE DAMNED AND EUROPEANBASED GLORIFICATION

OF WAR CONQUEST AND VIOLENCE AS PROOFS OF MANHOOD AND NATIONHOOD THAT GOES BACK

THOUSANDS OF YEARS

THE CULTURE OF WHITE SUPREMACY IS MELTING POT OF GREED GUYS GUNS GODS AND

WHITE POWER IT IS DEADLY BREW

EITHEROR THINKING

EITHEROR THINKING ALSO KNOWN AS DUALISTIC LOGIC IS WAY OF THINKING INHERITED

FROM EARLY CHRISTIANITY IT ASSUMES THAT IN ANY SITUATION THERE IS ONE TRUTH ONLY AND THAT

ANY OTHER PERSPECTIVE IS FALSE IT DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT INTERNAL CONTRADICTIONS AND

POSSIBILITIES FOR TRANSFORMATION EXIST IN MOST SITUATIONS IT DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT THERE

MAY BE MANY PERSPECTIVES ON SITUATION ALL OF WHICH HAVE SOME TRUTH TO THEM

WHITE CULTURE PROMOTES EITHEROR THINKING AND MOST SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS

UNCONSCIOUSLY PERPETUATE IT CWS ADVOCATES THINKING INSTEAD WITH BOTHANDS IN

MIND AND THEN PRIORITIZING POSSIBLE CHOICES OR ACTIONS

FALSE ANALOGIES AND FALSE UNIVERSALS

FALSE ANALOGIES AND FALSE UNIVERSALS ARE TWO EXPRESSIONS OF THE CULTURE OF WHITE

SUPREMACY THAT WHITE SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS SEEM TO USE ALL TOO FREQUENTLY FALSE

ANALOGY IS COMPARISON BETWEEN TWO SETS OF EXPERIENCES WHICH EMPHASIZE THE

SIMILARITIES BUT BLOT OUT THE DIFFERENCES FALSE UNIVERSAL IS STATEMENT WHICH PURPORTS

TO SPEAK FOR ALL UNIVERSALIZING THE EXPERIENCE BUT IN REALITY SPEAKS ONLY FOR SOME

COMMON EXAMPLES OF FALSE ANALOGIES ARE COMPARISONS BETWEEN THE

OPPRESSION OF SOME GROUP OF NONRULING CLASS WHITES AND THE OPPRESSION OF AFRICAN



AMERICANS FOR EXAMPLE QUEER ACTIVISTS WHO ADVOCATE FOR AN END TO DISCRIMINATION IN

THE MILITARY FREQUENTLY COMPARE THE HOMOPHOBIA AGAINST THEMSELVES TO THE RACISM

AGAINST AFRICAN AMERICANS PARTICULARLY DURING THE PERIOD OF SEGREGATIONAPARTHEID

EXAMPLES OF FALSE UNIVERSALS ARE THE WOMENSMOVEMENTTHE HOLOCAUST
THE ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT AND THE MOVEMENT

BOTH FALSE ANALOGIES AND FALSE UNIVERSALS REFLECT THE DEEPER DIMENSION OF THE

CULTURE OF WHITE SUPREMACY ITS TENDENCY TO NORMALIZE THE EXPERIENCE OF WHITE PEOPLE
AND MARGINALIZE OR IGNORE THE EXPERIENCES OF PEOPLE OF COLOR WHITE EXPERIENCE
BECOMES THE UNQUESTIONED ASSUMED BASIS FOR EXAMINING WHAT HAPPENS TO PEOPLE
WHEN WHITE SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS USE THESE FORMS OF EXPRESSIONS THEY BETRAY THE

DEPTH OF CULTURAL RACISM AND ARROGANCE THAT PLAGUES ALL WHITE PEOPLE IN THIS COUNTRY

HETEROSEXISM

HETEROSEXISM IS SOCIAL SYSTEM THAT GIVES PRIVILEGE AND POWER TO HETEROSEXUALS

AT THE EXPENSE OF QUEERS

IMPERIALISM

WE WILL SIMPLY SAY THAT IMPERIALISM CAN BE DEFINED AS THE WORLDWIDE

EXPRESSION OF THE SEARCH FOR PROFITS BY MONOPOLY FINANCE CAPITAL CENTERED IN EUROPE
AND THEN IN NORTH AMERICA IMPERIALISM IS PIRACY TRANSPLANTED FROM THE SEAS TO DRY

LAND PIRACY REORGANIZED CONSOLIDATED AND ADAPTED TO THE AIM OF EXPLOITING THE

NATURAL AND HUMAN RESOURCES OF OUR PEOPLES DEFINITION EXCERPTED FROM SPEECH

BY AMILCAR CABRAL REVOLUTIONARY LEADER IN GUINEABISSAU IN THE 1960S

IMPERIALIST GLOBALIZATION GLOBAL CAPITALISM

IMPERIALIST GLOBALIZATION IS PHASE OF IMPERIALISM WHICH HAS BEEN IN EXISTENCE

SINCE THE MID 1970S IT IS CHARACTERIZED BY THE RAPID MOVEMENT OF CAPITAL FROM ONE

PART OF THE WORLD TO ANOTHER OR FROM ONE FIRM OR INDUSTRY TO ANOTHER THE WORLD

DOMINATION OF TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS WHICH HAVE MORE ECONOMIC POWER THAN MOST
NATIONS AND OPERATE BEYOND NATIONAL LOYALTIES MASSIVE MERGERS THAT DOMINATE
INDUSTRIES AND MARKETS TRANSNATIONAL LAWS AND ECONOMIC AGENCIES EG NAFTA
WTO IME WORLD BANK WHICH OPERATE SOLELY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE MULTINATIONALS THEIR

CEOS AND MAJOR STOCK HOLDERS AND THE PRIMACY OF THE STOCK MARKET

IMPERIALIST GLOBALIZATION HAS BEEN DISASTER FOR HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF THE

WORLDS PEOPLES ESPECIALLY PEOPLES AND NATIONS OF COLOR ITS POLICIES AND PROGRAMS
HAVE MEANT POVERTY STARVATION FORCED MIGRATION POLLUTED WATERS MASSIVE DEBT
WHOLESALE SLASHING OF SERVICES FOR BASIC HUMAN NEEDS AND BRUTAL REPRESSION
THE WEALTH THAT HAS BEEN STOLEN FROM THIRD WORLD PEOPLES HAS BEEN CONCENTRATED IN

TINY GROUP OF MULTIBILLIONAIRES AND THEIR TOP BUSINESS AND GOVERNMENT CRONIES



INTERNALIZED WHITE SUPREMACY

THE VALUES NORMS ASSUMPTIONS AND IDEOLOGY THAT ASSERTS THE SUPERIORITY OF

WHITE PEOPLE AND THE INFERIORITY OF PEOPLES OF COLOR INTERNALIZED WHITE SUPREMACY

OPERATES CONSCIOUSLY AND UNCONSCIOUSLY IN THE MINDS AND HEARTS OF EVERY WHITE

PERSON SOCIALIZED IN WHITE SUPREMACY SYSTEM

LEGACIES

LEGACIES IS THE TERM OWSUSES TO DESCRIBE THE STUDY OF THE HISTORY OF THE US
WHITE SUPREMACY SYSTEM AND OF THE 500 YEAR LONG STRUGGLES OF NATIONS AND PEOPLES OF

COLOR AGAINST THAT SYSTEM IN ORDER TO GAIN INSIGHTS FOR DOING ANTIRACIST ORGANIZING

TODAY CWS BELIEVES THAT ANTIRACIST ACTIVISTS MUST UNDERSTAND OUR PAST IN ORDER TO

ANALYZE THE PRESENT AND THAT WE MUST CAREFULLY ANALYZE CONDITIONS IN THE PRESENT IN

ORDER TO BEGIN TO CREATE EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES TO CHANGE THOSE CONDITIONS IN THE FUTURE

ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES USED BY THE WHITE SUPREMACY SYSTEMS
EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS IS TO INSTILL IN THE WHITE POPULATION THE BELIEF THAT

THE PAST HAS NO EFFECT ON THE PRESENT THIS IS LIE IT IS DEVICE USED TO KEEP US

IGNORANT OF ONE OF THE MEANS FOR CREATING FUNDAMENTAL SOCIETAL TRANSFORMATION

NATIONAL OPPRESSION

NATIONAL OPPRESSION IS TERM OFTEN USUALLY INTERCHANGEABLY WITH RACIAL

OPPRESSION BUT THE TERM NATIONAL REFERS TO AN HISTORICALLY CREATED PEOPLE WHO COME
FROM COMMONLAND BASE SHARE COMMONCULTURE HISTORY LANGUAGE OR SET OF RELATED

LANGUAGES AND WHO OFTEN SUFFER SYSTEMIC OPPRESSION BASED ON THAT NATIONAL ORIGIN

THE TERM NATIONAL OPPRESSION WAS USED OFTEN BY US REVOLUTIONARIES DURING

THE 1970S WHEN NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENTSWERE ACTIVE BOTH WITHIN US BORDERS

AND THROUGHOUT THE THIRD WORLD THE POLITICAL ANTIDOTE TO NATIONAL OPPRESSION IS

USUALLY CALLED NATIONAL SELFDETERMINATION OR THE RIGHT OF NATIONALLY OPPRESSED

PEOPLE TO DETERMINE ITS OWN POLITICAL GOALS FOR LIBERATION ITS OWN ORGANIZATIONAL FORMS

AND ITS OWN STRATEGIES AND TACTICS TO MOVE FORWARD IN THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE

NEOCOLONIALISM

NEOCOLONIALISM IS SYSTEM OF NATIONAL OPPRESSION IN WHICH THE COLONIZED

NATION WINS POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE FROM THE COLONIAL POWER BUT THE COLONIAL POWER

ACTUALLY RETAINS CONTROL OF THE OPPRESSED NATION BY

MAINTAINING OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL OF THE OPPRESSED NATIONS ECONOMY
FINANCING AND TRAINING THE NATIONS MILITARY AND



OFFERING ACCESS TO THE COLONIALISTS EDUCATION IN ORDER TO COLONIZE THE MINDS
OF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND OTHER LEADERS

IN THE PRESENT ERA OF IMPERIALISM THE IMF WORLD BANK AND WTOFUNCTION AS THE

NEOCOLONIZERS OF MOST THIRD WORLD NATIONS THANKS TO HARMONYGOLDBERG OF SOUL
SCHOOL OF UNITY AND LIBERATION FOR ASSISTANCE WITH THIS DEFINITION

NOURISHING THE SPIRIT

NOURISHING THE SPIRIT IS AN EXERCISE TO OPEN MEETING OF GROUP OF ANTIRACISTS

ITS PURPOSE IS TO CENTER THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE WORKAT HAND TO INTRODUCE THEM TO EACH
OTHER AND TO STRENGTHEN EACH OTHER FOR THE TASK AT HAND

THE GROUP ORGANIZER FACILITATOR PLACES CANDLE IN THE CENTER OF THE CIRCLE AND
LIGHTS IT THEN SHE ASKS EACH PERSON TO SHARE BRIEFLY WITH THE GROUP ONE EVENT IN THE

PAST WEEK THAT NOURISHED HER SPIRIT AND GAVE HER THE COURAGE TO KEEP ON KEEPIN ON
THIS EXERCISE IS INSPIRED BY THE WORK OF THE WOMENSTHEOLOGICAL CENTER IN BOSTON

OPPRESSOR OPPRESSED OPPRESSION

AN OPPRESSOR IS ONE WHO USES HERHIS POWER TO DOMINATE ANOTHER OR WHO
REFUSES TO USE HERHIS POWER TO CHALLENGE THAT DOMINATION AN OPPRESSED IS ONE WHO
IS DOMINATED BY AN OPPRESSOR AND BY THOSE WHO CONSENT WITH THEIR SILENCE

OPPRESSION IS THE POWER AND THE EFFECTS OF DOMINATION IN THE UNITED STATES THERE ARE

MANY FORMS OF OFTEN INTERLOCKING SYSTEMS OF OPPRESSION WHITE SUPREMACY CAPITALISM

IMPERIALISM PATRIARCHY HETEROSEXISM AND THE VIOLENCE OF THE STATE AGEISM ABLISM

ANTISEMITISM ETC

IN WHITE SUPREMACIST CAPITALIST MALE SUPREMACIST AND HETEROSEXIST SYSTEM
ALL NONRULING CLASS WHITES THE POOR WORKING AND MIDDLE CLASSES ARE IN SOME WAY
OPPRESSED BY THAT SYSTEM BUT THEY ARE ALSO PRIVILEGED BY IT WHEN THEY ORGANIZE

AGAINST THEIR OWN OPPRESSION BUT NOT AGAINST THEIR PRIVILEGE THAT IS AGAINST THE

OPPRESSION OF PEOPLE OF COLOR THEY BECOME OPPRESSORS OF PEOPLE OF COLOR INACTION

IS COMPLICITY SILENCE IS CONSENT TO CEASE BEING OPPRESSORS WHITE PEOPLE MUST ACT

AGAINST OPPRESSION

PAIR SHARE

OWSWORKSHOPS ENCOURAGE PARTICIPANTS TO SEEK OUT ONE PERSON EITHER WITHIN

THE WORKSHOP OR IN HER COMMUNITY OUTSIDE WITH WHOMTO SHARE HER PERSONAL PATH
TOWARD ANTIRACIST ACTIVISM ANTIRACIST TRAINING STIRS DEEP EMOTIONAL RESPONSES IN MOST

PARTICIPANTS BUT THE OWS METHODOLOGYDOES NOT FOCUS ON PROCESSING THE EMOTIONS

THEREFORE HAVING ADDITIONAL SUPPORT MAY STRENGTHEN AN ACTIVIST TRAVELING ON HER PATH



PATRIARCHY

PATRIARCHY IS AN ECONOMIC POLITICAL CULTURAL AND SOCIAL SYSTEM OF DOMINATION OF

WOMENTHAT PRIVILEGES MEN PATRIARCHY IS BASED ON BINARY DEFINITIONS OF GENDER
MALETEMALE WITH STRICT GENDER ROLES PATRIARCHY ALSO HAS RIGIDLY ENFORCED

HETEROSEXUALITY THAT PLACES MALESTRAIGHT AS SUPERIOR AND WOMENQUEER AS INFERIOR

PATRIARCHY SHAPES AND IS SHAPED BY WHITE SUPREMACY CAPITALISM AND THE STATE

TOGETHER THEY FORM INTERLOCKING SYSTEMS OF OPPRESSION IN THE UNITED STATES

DEFINITION BY CHRIS CRASS CWS ANTIRACIST TRAINER AND ORGANIZER

POWER

POWER IS RELATIONAL TERM IT IS RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HUMAN BEINGS IN

SPECIFIC HISTORICAL ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SETTING IT MUST BE EXERCISED TO BE VISIBLE

HERE ARE SEVERAL DIFFERENT DEFINITIONS OF POWER

POWER IS HAVING LEGITIMATE ACCESS TO SYSTEMS SANCTIONED BY THE AUTHORITY

OF THE STATE DEFINITION BY RONALD CHISOM AND MICHAEL WASHINGTON IN UNDOING
RACISM PHILOSOPHY OF INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL CHANGE THE PEOPLES INSTITUTE FOR

SURVIVAL AND BEYOND SECOND EDITION 1997 PAGE 36

POWER IS THE ABILITY TO DEFINE REALITY AND TO CONVINCE OTHER PEOPLE THAT IT IS

THEIR DEFINITION DEFINITION CREATED BY DR WADE NOBLES AND USED AT AN UNDOING
RACISM WORKSHOP OF THE PEOPLES INSTITUTE

POWER IS OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL OF THE MAJOR RESOURCES OF STATE AND THE

CAPACITY TO MAKE AND ENFORCE DECISIONS BASED ON THAT OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL CWS

POWER IS ACCESS TO THOSE INDIVIDUALS SOCIAL GROUPS CLASS AND INSTITUTIONS

WHICH OWN OR CONTROL THE RESOURCES OF THE STATE CWS

POWER IS THE CAPACITY OF GROUP OF PEOPLE TO DECIDE WHAT THEY WANT AND TO

ACT IN AN ORGANIZED WAY TO GET IT DEFINITION BY JAN ADAMS AND REBECCA GORDON
ANTIRACIST ACTIVISTS IN SAN FRANCISCO

POWER IS THE CREATIVE CAPACITY OF AN INDIVIDUAL TO ACT CWS

PREJUDICE

PREJUDICE IS PREJUDGMENT IN FAVOR OF OR AGAINST PERSON GROUP EVENT IDEA

OR THING AN ACTION BASED ON NEGATIVE PREJUDGMENT IS CALLED DISCRIMINATION

NEGATIVE PREJUDGMENT OF GROUP IS OFTEN CALLED STEREOTYPE AN ACTION BASED ON
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NEGATIVE STEREOTYPE IS CALLED BIGOTRY

WHAT DISTINGUISHES THIS GROUP OF TERMS FROM SUCH TERMS AS RACISM SEXISM
CLASSISM OR HOMOPHOBIA IS THAT THERE IS NO UNDERLYING SYSTEMIC POWER RELATIONSHIP

NECESSARILY IMPLIED OR EXPRESSED BY PREJUDICE DISCRIMINATION STEREOTYPE OR

BIGOTRY

PRINCIPLES

OWSWORKSHOPS ARE BASED ON THE PRACTICE OF SIX PRINCIPLES CALLED CREATING
AN ANTIRACIST AGENDA THE FIRST OF THE SIX IS ACT ON YOUR PRINCIPLES THE USE OF THE

TERM PRINCIPLES SUGGESTS THAT AT ITS CORE ANTIRACIST TRANSFORMATION FOR WHITE SOCIAL

JUSTICE ACTIVISTS IS SPIRITUAL AND MORAL PROCESS

THE DAILY OFTEN UNCONSCIOUS PRACTICES OF WHITE PRIVILEGE AND RACIST BEHAVIOR
EITHER IN ACTIONS OR BY THE SILENCE OF CONSENT POISONS THE PSYCHES OF ALL WHITE PEOPLE
IT ADJUSTS THEM TO INJUSTICE SPIRITUALLY HEALTHY RESPONSE TO INJUSTICE IS ANGER WITH

LOVE AND DESIRE TO RIGHT WRONG ANTIRACIST ACTION THAT COMES FROM THIS SPIRITUAL

BASIS OFTEN GIVES AN ACTIVIST SENSE OF FINDING HER PATH THAT CENTEREDNESS WILL HELP
HER FIGURE OUT WAYS TO MAKE HER ANTIRACIST WORK MOREEFFECTIVE AS WELL AS PRINCIPLED

RACE

RACE IS SPECIOUS CLASSIFICATION OF HUMAN BEINGS CREATED BY EUROPEANS
WHITES WHICH ASSIGNS HUMAN WORTH AND SOCIAL STATUS USING WHITE AS THE MODEL OF

HUMANITY AND THE HEIGHT OF HUMAN ACHIEVEMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING AND

MAINTAINING PRIVILEGE AND POWER DEFINITION BY RONALD CHISOM AND MICHAEL

WASHINGTON IN UNDOING RACISM PHILOSOPHY OF INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL CHANGE
OP CIT PAGES 3031

RACISM

RACISM IS RACE PREJUDICE PLUS POWER DEFINITION BY THE PEOPLES INSTITUTE

NOTE CWS USES THE TERM WHITE SUPREMACY AS SYNONYM FOR RACISM

INTERNALIZED RACISM
THE POISON OF RACISM SEEPING INTO THE PSYCHES OF PEOPLE OF COLOR UNTIL

PEOPLE OF COLOR BELIEVE ABOUT THEMSELVES WHAT WHITES BELIEVE ABOUT THEM THAT THEY
ARE INFERIOR TO WHITE PEOPLE

THE BEHAVIOR OF ONE PERSON OF COLOR TOWARD ANOTHER THAT STEMS FROM THIS

PSYCHIC POISONING OFTEN CALLED EITHER INTERRACIAL OR INTRARACIAL HOSTILITY

THE ACCEPTANCE BY PEOPLES OF COLOR OF EUROCENTRIC VALUES
SEE VIRGINIA HARRIS AND TRINITY ORDONA DEVELOPING UNITY AMONG WOMENOF COLOR
CROSSING THE BARRIERS OF INTERNALIZED RACISM AND CROSS RACIAL HOSTILITY IN MAKING
FACE MAKING SOUL HACIENDO CARAS EDITED BY GLORIA ANZALDUA SAN FRANCISCO AUNT

LUTE PRESS 1990 PAGES 304316



REVERSE RACISM
TERM USED BY WHITE PEOPLE TO DENY THEIR WHITE PRIVILEGE THOSE IN DENIAL USE

THE TERM REVERSE RACISM TO REFER TO HOSTILE BEHAVIOR BY PEOPLE OF COLOR AGAINST WHITES

AND ESPECIALLY TO AFFIRMATIVE ACTION PROGRAMS WHICH ALLEGEDLY GIVE PREFERENTIAL

TREATMENT TO PEOPLE OF COLOR OVER WHITESTHERE IS NO SUCH THING AS REVERSE RACISM

THE CONCEPT OF REVERSE RACISM WAS COINED BY ARCH SEGREGATIONIST GEORGE
WALLACE IN HIS 1968 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN THE TERM WAS THE IDEOLOGICAL

FOUNDATION OF THE SOUTHERN STRATEGY WHICH USED THE RACIST RESENTMENT OF NONRULING

CLASS WHITES AGAINST THE BLACK LIBERATION MOVEMENT TO WIN THE WHITES AWAY FROM THE

DEMOCRATIC PARTY THE EFFORT WAS SUCCESSFUL TEN MILLION WHITES VOTED FOR WALLACE AND

THESE VOTERS EVENTUALLY BECAME THE BASE OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY IN THE SOUTH AND

MIDWEST SEE THOMAS AND MARY EDSALL CHAIN REACTION THE IMPACT OF RACE RIGHTS
AND TAXES ON AMERICAN POLITICS WWNORTON CO NEWYORK 1992

RACIST
RACIST IS ONE WHO IS BOTH PRIVILEGED AND SOCIALIZED ON THE BASIS OF RACE BY

WHITE SUPREMACIST RACIST SYSTEM THE TERM APPLIES TO ALL WHITE PEOPLE PEOPLE OF

EUROPEAN DESCENT LIVING IN THE UNITED STATES REGARDLESS OF CLASS GENDER RELIGION

CULTURE OR SEXUAL ORIENTATION THE TERM HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH ONES INTENTIONS OR

INDIVIDUAL ACTIONS IT DENOTES RELATIONSHIP OF RELATIVE ACCESS BASED ON ANCESTRAL

ORIGIN TO THE POWER OF INSTITUTIONS IN WHITE SUPREMACY SYSTEM

BY THIS DEFINITION PEOPLE OF COLOR CANNOT BE RACISTS LIVING WITHIN THE US WHITE

SUPREMACY SYSTEM THEY DO NOT HAVE THE INSTITUTIONAL POWER TO BACK UP THEIR INDIVIDUAL

OR GROUP PREJUDICES HOSTILITIES OR ACTS OF DISCRIMINATION THIS DEFINITION DOES NOT DENY
THE EXISTENCE OF SUCH PREJUDICES HOSTILITIES ACTS OF DISCRIMINATION OR EVEN RAGE

AN ANTIRACIST
AS APPLIED TO WHITE PEOPLE AN ANTIRACIST IS PERSON WHO ACTS TO CHALLENGE

SOME ASPECT OF THE WHITE SUPREMACY SYSTEM THAT IS SHE CHALLENGES BOTH RACIAL

OPPRESSION AND HER WHITE PRIVILEGE AND SHE WORKSFOR SOME FORM OF RACIAL JUSTICE

AS APPLIED TO PEOPLE OF COLOR SOME USE THE TERM ANTIRACIST OTHERS USE

SYNONYMS SUCH AS FREEDOM FIGHTER RACIAL JUSTICE ACTIVIST WARRIOR LIBERATION FIGHTER

POLITICAL PRISONER PRISONER OF WAR SISTER BROTHER ETC IN PRACTICE IT IS DIFFICULT FOR

SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVIST OF COLOR NOT TO BE AN ANTIRACIST SINCE THE STRUGGLE AGAINST RACIAL

OPPRESSION INTERSECTS WITH EVERY ISSUE AFFECTING PEOPLE OF COLOR

NONRACIST
NONTERM THE TERM WAS CREATED BY WHITES TO DENY RESPONSIBILITY FOR SYSTEMIC

RACISM TO MAINTAIN AN AURA OF INNOCENCE IN THE FACE OF RACIAL OPPRESSION AND TO SHIFT

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THAT OPPRESSION FROM WHITES TO PEOPLE OF COLOR BLAMING THE VICTIM

RESPONSIBILITY FOR PERPETUATING AND LEGITIMIZING RACIST SYSTEM RESTS BOTH ON THOSE

WHO ACTIVELY MAINTAIN IT AND ON THOSE WHO REFUSE TO CHALLENGE ITSILENCE IS CONSENT



REFLECTIVE ACTION

REFLECTIVE ACTION IS TERM OWS USES TO DESCRIBE THE PROCESS OF ANTIRACIST

TRANSFORMATION THAT WHITE SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS MAY GO THROUGH AS THEY LEARN TO

PRACTICE AN ANTIRACIST AGENDA REFLECTIVE ACTION IS LIKE SPIRALING CYCLE LISTEN LEARN

REFLECT ACT REFLECT LEARN LISTEN

RESPECT THE PERSON CHALLENGE THE BEHAVIOR

THIS PHRASE IS THE CORE OF CWSSSUGGESTIONS FOR PRACTICING AND MODELING
RESPECIFUL BEHAVIOR IT MEANS THAT WHEN PERSON IS CHALLENGED FOR RACIST OR WHITE

PRIVILEGE ACTION OR INACTION THE CHALLENGER SHOULD FOCUS ON THE BEHAVIOR AND ITS EFFECTS
NOT ON THE SUPPOSED INTENTION OF THE PERSON BEING CHALLENGED NO HUMAN CAN LOOK INTO

THE SOUL OF ANOTHER THAT EXAMINATION IS FOR PERSON TO ENGAGE IN WITH HER CREATOR

RESPECTING THE PERSON AND CHALLENGING THE BEHAVIOR ALSO SUGGESTS THAT

CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM IS AN ACT OF LOVE THEREFORE IT IS HELPFUL TO PRAISE PERSONS
EFFORTS BEFORE RAISING CRITICISMS OF WHAT ACTIONS NEED TO BE CHANGED AND IT IS ALSO

HELPFUL TO BE ABLE TO SUGGEST SOME STEPS TO BEHAVIORAL ALTERNATIVES

SELFDETERMINATION

SELFDETERMINATION IS POLITICAL TERM WHICH REFERS TO THE RIGHT OF AN OPPRESSED
NATION OF PEOPLE TO MAKE ITS OWN DECISIONS ABOUT THE POLITICAL GOALS ORGANIZATIONAL

FORMS STRATEGIES AND TACTICS OF ITS LIBERATION STRUGGLE

IN THE CONTEXT OF CWS WORKSHOP SELFDETERMINATION IS USED TO SUPPORT THE

RIGHT OF PARTICIPANTS OF COLOR IN THE WORKSHOP TO ORGANIZE INTO THEIR OWN SMALL GROUPS IF

THEY SO CHOOSE WITHOUT INTERFERENCE FROM ANY WHITE PARTICIPANTS

SOLIDARITY

SOLIDARITY IS AN ACT OF BONDING WITH PEOPLE STRUGGLING FOR THEIR LIBERATION THE
SOLIDARITY IS WITH THE RESISTANCE FIGHTERS THOSE WHOARE CARRYING OUT THE RESISTANCE

STRUGGLE THE RESISTERS INITIATE THE STRUGGLE WE RESPOND WITH OUR SOLIDARITY

FROM THE 1950S THROUGH THE 1970S RESISTANCE STRUGGLES OF NATIONS AND

PEOPLES OF COLOR WERE USUALLY CALLED NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENTS TODAY THE TERM

RACIAL JUSTICE IS MORE COMMONLYUSED TO DESCRIBE STRUGGLES OF PEOPLE OF COLOR WITHIN

US BORDERS TERMS SUCH AS SOVEREIGNTY MOVEMENTS ARE STILL USED TO DESCRIBE THE

RESISTANCE OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES INCLUDING NATIVE HAWAIIANS AND ANTICOLONIAL

MOVEMENT TO DESCRIBE THE 100 YEAR STRUGGLE FOR THE LIBERATION OF PUERTO RICO

STANDING IN SOLIDARITY IS DIFFERENT FROM

CHARITY CHARITY MAY RELIEVE THE MOMENTARY EFFECTS OF OPPRESSION BUT

IT DOES NOTHING TO CHANGE THE POWER RELATIONS THAT CAUSE THE OPPRESSION IT DOES NOT



EMPOWERTHE OPPRESSED TO LIBERATE THEMSELVES FROM THEIR OPPRESSION

AN ACT OF SURRENDER OR SUBORDINATION TO LIBERATION FIGHTERS SOLIDARITY

RELATIONSHIP IS AN ACT OF MUTUAL RESPECT BETWEEN TWO INDEPENDENT PARTIES IT IS BASED
ON MUTUALLY SHARED LIBERATION GOALS AS WELL AS MUTUAL BENEFITS FROM THE ACT OF BONDING

ACTING AS AN ALLY STANDING IN SOLIDARITY IS POLITICAL AND SPIRITUAL

RELATIONSHIP OFTEN TO GROUP OF PEOPLE OR AN ORGANIZATION THAT THE SOLIDARITY ACTIVIST

DOES NOT KNOWPERSONALLY THOUGH LONG TERM SOLIDARITY RELATIONSHIPS OFTEN DEVELOP

PERSONAL BONDS ACTING AS AN ALLY IS USUALLY ONEONONE ACTION OR RELATIONSHIP

ACTING AGAINST OPPRESSION ACTIVISTS CAN CHALLENGE OPPRESSION
WHETHER OR NOT THEY ARE RESPONDING TO THE INITIATION OF STRUGGLE BY RESISTANCE FIGHTERS
FOR EXAMPLE RELIGIOUS ACTIVISTS HAVE BEEN ORGANIZING TO CHALLENGE THE DEATH PENALTY

FOR DECADES LONG BEFORE THE ORGANIZED VOICES OF RECENTLY RELEASED DEATH ROW
PRISONERS HAVE TAKEN LEADERSHIP ROLE IN THAT STRUGGLE HOWEVER THE LEADERSHIP ROLE OF

THOSE DIRECTLY AFFECTED BY THE OPPRESSION MAKES MAJOR DIFFERENCE IN THE POLITICS

CULTURE RACIAL AND CLASS COMPOSITION OF THE RESISTANCE MOVEMENT

SOVEREIGNTY

SOVEREIGNTY IS POLITICAL TERM INDICATING THE INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED

INDEPENDENCE OF NATION SOVEREIGN NATION DETERMINES ITS OWN LAWS AND FORM OF

GOVERNMENT ITS OWN ECONOMY CULTURE POLICIES AND PROGRAMS DEFENSE AND
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS INDIGENOUS NATIONS WITHIN THE PRESENT US BORDERS AS
WELL AS NATIVE HAWAIIANS ASSERT THEIR RIGHT TO BE TREATED BY THE US GOVERNMENT AS
SOVEREIGN NATIONS

STRATEGY

STRATEGY IS PLAN TO ORGANIZE YOUR FOLKS AND YOUR FRIENDS TO FORCE THE MAN TO

GIVE YOU THE GOODS DEFINITION BY SOUL SCHOOL OF UNITY AND LIBERATION 1357 FIFTH

STREET OAKLAND CA 94607 PHONE 5104515466

FOR EXAMPLE THE STRATEGY OF THE CWSWORKSHOPS AND ORGANIZING PROJECTS IS TO

DO ANTIRACIST TRAINING AND ORGANIZING SPECIFICALLY WITH PREDOMINANTLY WHITE GRASSROOTS
SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS

STRATEGY OF THE SLAVE OWNERS

THE STRATEGY OF THE SLAVE OWNERS WAS THE CREATION OF WHITE PRIVILEGE THAT

VIRGINIA COLONIAL SLAVE OWNERS USED TO DIVIDE THE OPPRESSED ON THE BASIS OF CONTINENTAL

ORIGIN EUROPEAN AFRICAN INDIGENOUS AMERICANS IN ORDER TO PREVENT THEM FROM UNITING

AGAINST THEIR COMMONOPPRESSORS THE SLAVE OWNERS



THE STRATEGY HAD SEVERAL COMPONENTS
REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS IT REWARDEDWHITE EUROPEAN INDENTURED

SERVANTS WHO REFUSED TO SUPPORT ENSLAVED AFRICANS AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND

SEVERELY PUNISHED THOSE WHO DID

ERADICATING THE MATERIAL BASIS FOR UNITY AMONG THE OPPRESSED WHITE

INDENTURED SERVANTS WERE GRANTED PLOT OF LAND GUN SMALL AMOUNT OF CASH AND

THE RIGHT TO TESTIFY IN COURT NEITHER ENSLAVED NOR FREED AFRICANS GOT THESE BENEFITS ON

THE CONTRARY THEIR CONDITIONS WERE WORSENED TO CHATTEL SLAVERY OR BARE SURVIVAL AS

THE DAILY LIFE EXPERIENCES OF EUROPEANS AND AFRICANS BEGAN TO DIFFER PROFOUNDLY IT

BECAME MUCH MORE DIFFICULT TO UNITE AROUND AREAS OF THEIR COMMONOPPRESSION

SOCIALIZING THE WHITE OPPRESSED TO BELIEVE THAT THEIR PRIVILEGES WERE

GRANTED BECAUSE THEY WERE SUPERIOR TO AFRICANS AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLE ON THE BASIS OF

THEIR RACE

THE STRATEGY WORKED WELL IN COLONIAL TIMES AFTER THE CONSTRUCTION OF WHITE

PRIVILEGE THERE WERE NO MORE MULTIRACIAL SERVANT AND SLAVE REVOLTS AND THE STRATEGY

STILL WORKS TODAY AS WHITEDOMINATED PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENTS CONTINUE TO UNDERMINE

OR SABOTAGE THE POSSIBILITY OF BUILDING MULTIRACIAL COALITIONS BY REFUSING TO WORKFOR

RACIAL JUSTICE AND THEREBY CHALLENGING THEIR WHITE PRIVILEGE SEE ROBERT ALLEN

RELUCTANT REFORMERS RACISM AND SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENTS IN THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON DC HOWARD UNIVERSITY PRESS 1983

WHITE PEOPLE

THE TERM WHITE REFERRING TO PEOPLE WAS CREATED AS LEGAL CONCEPT BY VIRGINIA

COLONIAL SLAVEOWNING RULERS IN THE 17TH CENTURY IT REPLACED TERMS LIKE CHRISTIAN OR

ENGLISHMAN SIC TO DISTINGUISH THE LEGAL STATUS OF ENGLISH INDENTURED SERVANTS FROM

THAT OF AFRICANS OR INDIGENOUS PEOPLES THE COLONIAL POWERS ESTABLISHED THE LEGAL

CONSTRUCT OF WHITE AFTER BACONS REBELLION OF 1676 UNITED EUROPEAN INDENTURED

SERVANTS AND AFRICAN KIDNAPPED WORKERS AGAINST THE COLONIAL ELITE THE CONSTRUCT

SEPARATED THE SERVANT CLASS ON THE BASIS OF CONTINENTAL ORIGIN AND SKIN COLOR

THE VIRGINIA RULING POWERS ENACTED SLAVE CODES FROM 1680 THROUGH 1705

WHICH DEFINED THE LEGAL PRIVILEGES FOR WHITE INDENTURED SERVANTS PLOT OF LAND AFTER

THEY FINISHED SERVITUDE GUN AND MEASURE OF TOBACCO LEGAL TENDER FOR THE COLONY

THE SAME SLAVES CODES ALSO DEFINED THE STATUS OF KIDNAPPED AFRICANS AS CHATTEL

SLAVES THE CODES EQUATED THE TERMS SLAVE AND NEGRO THUS INSTITUTIONALIZING THE

WORLDSFIRST SYSTEM OF RACIALIZED SLAVERY

WHITE PRIVILEGE

PRIVILEGE IS RIGHT FAVOR ADVANTAGE IMMUNITY SPECIALLY GRANTED TO ONE

INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP AND WITHHELD FROM ANOTHER WEBSTERS DICTIONARY ITALICS ADDED

WHITE PRIVILEGE IS AN HISTORICALLY BASED INSTITUTIONALLY PERPETUATED SYSTEM OF

PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT OF WHITE PEOPLE BASED SOLELY ON THEIR ANCESTRAL
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ORIGIN FROM EUROPE AND

EXEMPTION FROM RACIAL ANDOR NATIONAL OPPRESSION BASED ON ANCESTRAL

ORIGIN FROM AFRICA ASIA THE AMERICAS AND THE ARAB WORLD

ALL US INSTITUTIONS GIVE PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT AFFIRMATIVE ACTION TO PEOPLE
WHOSEANCESTORS CAME FROM EUROPE OVER PEOPLES WHOSEANCESTORS ARE FROM THE
AMERICAS AFRICA ASIA AND THE ARAB WORLD AND EXEMPT PEOPLE OF EUROPEAN DESCENT
WHITE PEOPLE FROM THE FORMS OF RACIAL AND NATIONAL OPPRESSION INFLICTED UPON PEOPLES
FROM THE AMERICAS AFRICA ASIA AND THE ARAB WORLD

ALL WHITEDOMINATED US CULTURE PERPETUATES THE IDEOLOGY THAT WHITE PEOPLE
PEOPLE OF EUROPE AND OF EUROPEAN DESCENT ARE MORALLY AND INTELLECTUALLY SUPERIOR TO

PEOPLE OF COLOR AND THAT PEOPLES AND NATIONS OF COLOR PEOPLE FROM THE AMERICAS
AFRICA ASIA AND THE ARAB WORLD AND THEIR US DESCENDANTS ARE MORALLY AND
INTELLECTUALLY INFERIOR TO WHITE PEOPLE

IN WHITE SUPREMACY SYSTEM WHITE PRIVILEGE AND RACIALNATIONAL OPPRESSION ARE
TWO SIDES OF THE SAME COIN WHEREVER THERE IS RACIAL NATIONAL OPPRESSION THERE IS

ALWAYS WHITE PRIVILEGE

NONRULING CLASS WHITE PEOPLE POOR PEOPLE WORKING CLASS AND MIDDLE CLASS
ARE BOTH OPPRESSED AND PRIVILEGED THEY ARE OPPRESSED MOST SIGNIFICANTLY ON THE
BASIS OF CLASS GENDER AND SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND ALSO ON THE BASIS OF RELIGION CULTURE
ETHNICITY AGE PHYSICAL ABILITIES AND POLITICAL EXPRESSION AT THE SAME TIME THEY ARE ALL

PRIVILEGED IN RELATION TO PEOPLES OF COLOR RULING CLASS WHITE PEOPLE DO NOT NEED WHITE
PRIVILEGE THEY HAVE CLASS POWER

WHITE SUPREMACY

WHITE SUPREMACY IS AN HISTORICALLY BASED INSTITUTIONALLY PERPETUATED SYSTEM OF

EXPLOITATION AND OPPRESSION OF CONTINENTS NATIONS AND PEOPLES OF COLOR BY WHITE

PEOPLES AND NATIONS OF THE EUROPEAN CONTINENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAINTAINING AND
DEFENDING SYSTEM OF WEALTH POWER AND PRIVILEGE

WORKSHOP AS LABORATORY

OWSUSES THE CONCEPT OF THE WORKSHOPAS LABORATORY TO DESCRIBE THE

WORKSHOPS TRAINING METHODOLOGY EVERYTHING THAT GOES ON WITHIN THE WORKSHOP IS

LABORATORY FOR THE ANTIRACIST ORGANIZING THAT PARTICIPANTS WILL BE DOING IN THEIR OWN
COMMUNITIES CWS BELIEVES THAT THEORY PRACTICE AND EVALUATION GO HAND IN HAND
THIS IS THE BASIS OF REFLECTIVE ACTION

DRAFT WRITTEN IN DECEMBER 2000 YOUR CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM IS WELCOME
OWS WORKSHOP 2440 16TH STREET PMB 275
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 PH 4156470921

EMAIL CWSIGCORG
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